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The attention of His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief having been called to the 
custody, ute, and dixposal of aeorot worke, &¢., His Exoelloney desires tha 
be strictly adhered to :— 





(a) Officials to whom works of a secret matare are istued will be held personally responsible fur theie asfe 
custody, and they most be very careful to keep them under Juck and kes, and ander no cirtam. 
stances to leave (hem where they are likely to be obsorred by people who should have no accra to 
them. They will submil annually (on the Ist January) to the Intelligence Branoh a telure 
showing thet such matte il in their possansion, 


(2) Whos an official to whom a sccrel work has beon issuad vacales hia Appointment or is transferred or 
Proceeds on duty oF leave (oat of Ludia for any poriod. or in Kndia for any period exoeding three 
months), all accre! works in bis pouession, if held ia his official capacity, muet be perconally cade 
over to his anecescor (be he lemporary or permanent), anda report eabmitted to the Intelligence 
Branch by the offocr handing over the igeao showing that Uhis bas been dons. Tho following is the 
form of report to be made :— 


CortiGed that I have this day delivored over to...... 
following secrot works iasned {0 me by the Latelligence Braach 






























No. Pall Glle of work, No. of vols. | No. of copies. ing reason of 


houding over. 














Signature of receiving officer... 


In the case of officera of the District Staff, these reports must bo sent through the G. 0. C. 


ficial leaving his station under circumstances other than above stated, it is optional 
(0 ee at ee etna ete pce 
1s; but. if he does not do- a0, he is as responsible for (hem during absence os he 













ia during his presence at his elation. - 
i ii ‘ipient antil his departure from 
pera, when the weret mal ence ‘Bracch for safe custody, ot 
‘special permission obtained for its retention. 
Agur Heap Qvaarsus; JAMES BROWNE, Major-General, 
Simla, Led October 1891. } Quarter Master General in Ladi. 





Intelligence Branch Diart No. 70 of 1882—" Afuba 


PART It. 


AFGHAN TURKISTAN. 
CHALITER I. 


INTRODUCTION. 


The second great geographical division into which our subject is divided is 
that commonly known as * Afxhin Turkistan,” a region whieh perhaps it is more 
correct ty speak of as simply * Turkistan." In a amilitary study of thia nature 
it is nol necessary to enter into the early history of this province, and I necd 
only remark that it is a conquered region inhabited by races alien to the 
Afghans. For our information concerning it we are indebted entirely to the maps 
and reporls of the Afghiia Boundary Commission, and all previous information 
may he regarded as of little value, except from a political and historical point 
of view. I havo specially relied on the information collected and collated by 
Licutenant-Colonel P. J. Maitland aud Major Peacocke, u.£., who were the 
Intelligence Officers attached to the Afghén Boundary Commission. Much 
indeed of this Part IL is taken almost verba/im from their reports as well as 
from a lecture delivered by Colonel Maitland in 1869 at the United Service 
Institution, Simla. The deductions I have drawn are my own, based for 
the most part on the opinions of the ahove named olficcra, and they must not 
be regarded as in any sense an expression of Uhe official view. They are 
simply persoval opinions formed on good information, and expressed for the 
Denefit of those who have neither the Lime nor the opportunily to study the 
question closely. 











I have thought it best to begin with an introductory sketch of the whole 
region here under diseussion, and then to give as briefly and succinctly as possible 
in seprrate chapters all such information as may enable tbe reader to gain a 
general knowledge of Afghin Turkistéu. Each chapter deals with a parti- 
cular part of the region, and forms as it were a distinct and separate study, 
which may be completed by turning to tho references [ have given in each 
chapter, 











Puysicar Feattnes. 


Geographically and naturally Turkistin embraces all the country draining 
to the Oxue fvom the south, exclusive of the drainage of the Ab-i-Kunddz and 
of Badakhshin generally ; and one might reasonably suppose that all the country 
on the north side of the Hindi Kush, the Kobi ‘i,and the Band-i-Turkistéa 
belonged either to Badakhshiin or ‘Turkistin. Waren we come to boundaries 
and administrative divisions, we shall, however, see that this is nol preeisely the 
case, and that, asa matter of Inet, the soathern slopes of (ho Kob-i-Béba are 
included in the province of Kabul. 


Afehin Tarkistdn consists of two distinct regions, the hill country lying 
weatwacd of th. Koh-i-Chongur, and the great plain stretching from the foot 
of the hills to the Oxus. Mueh of the hill country is fertile, and the greater 
part well grassed. It hasa great variety of climate, and enjoys an abundant 



















© Lecture on *Iluao-Afglew Frontier” by Major K. G, Burrow aud Cotonel P. J. Maitland. 






rainfall. The principal fealures of this ion fro tie lofty ey Cosa, 

oh E boundary between ‘Tar nan adakhsha he grea 
ee ie Leewoute Uhis range and the Bulkh-Ab or KR di-Band.i- 
A intr which plateau is seamed by the deep v leys of Bamiin, 
Kémard the Dara Yusdf, and the Tashkurghdn river ; the long st ht range 
at the Toot of the plateau which dominates the Unzhda Nahr, and the west 
the great barrier of the Band-i-‘Turkistin. The wholo of this alpine. resion is 
described in the following Chapters LI, LIT wad 1V, 


The great plain is watered by the Tashkurghdén, Band-i-Amir, Sar-i-Pdl, 
and Andkhoi riv which are expended in ireigation long before they can reach 
the Oxus. ‘The fertile irrigated districts are separated from the Oxus by a strip 















of sandy desert which is not cultivable, but alfords excellent shee pand camel 
graring. ‘There is also a strip of desert between the Sar-i-Piil and Andkhoi 
ping. 


rivers, while east of Tashkurghin the country is nearly all descr! to the Kundda 
river. Along the bank of the Oxus is a narrow strip of wooed and cullivablo 
country, hut only the western portion is actually populated, ‘The rainfall over the 
plain is considerable, and assisted by irrigation Tenders the courtry ane of great 
natural productivity. ‘Chis portion of the province is described in Chapters IV 
and V. 

As already said, the geographical limits of Turkistén do not correspond 
allogether with the political limits. I have therefore thought it advisable to 
specify tho administrative divisions, and to gives general idea of the boundaries 
of the province. 








Bounpantes. 


It may he of some use to describe in detail the boundaries of the province. 
On the north itis hounded by the Osus. On the north-west by the iuternational 
frontier line laid down through the Turkoman chol by the Anglo-ltussian 
Boundary Commission. Tbe western and south-western boundaries are rather 
dificult to define. The Murghab drainage as a rule belongs to Herat, but thera 
are exceplions. The Chichalitu valley, in which lies Chahdrshamba, belongs to 
Yurkistin, while south of the Band-i-Turkistan the districts of Bandar, Mak, 
Chahdrsnda, and Chirds belong either to Maimana or Sar-i-Pul, and therefore to 
Turkisldn. ‘The boundary line then crosses the western watershed of tho 
Band-i-Amir river, and, running dewn a spur, strikes that river a [cw miles 
below Sulij, Uhus dividing the Yak Walang district of Bamidn from the Kashin 
glen of Balkh-Ab. On the opposite side it ascends a spur lo the watershed 
between the Dara Yiisiil drainage aud the Yak Walang valley. Thus Walishén 
belongs to ‘Turkistau. 

At tho Takazar Kotal on this main range, or thererhou's, the boundary 
line turns south, and crosses the main channel of the drainage, going east 
to K4émard above Jaozari, which belongs to Kamard. After (his if follows the 
watershed of the Saighin drainage, running eastward to the Kolal Katar Sum, 
whero it is crossed by the main road from Bamiin to Tashkurghin. The 
Bamian valley is divided from Saighdn by the Ghandak mountein, ard Lhis here 
forms the boundary between the Kabul and Turkistsin provinces, as far as the 
northernmost of the two peaks, which are its highest points. 1t then turns 
north-east, and runs along the western watershed of the Zarsang and Kaftar 
Khiina glens, Thus all the castern part of the Koh-i-Ghandak drai:ing to the 
Surkhdb belongs to Bamiin. Lhe boundary crosses that river south of the 
junction of the Ssighin stream, Baz! ard its lands belongirg to Bamidin, 
Tt then follows the western watershed of the Dara Parkal to the peak known 
as the Koh Jaolangah, whence it follows the crest line of the Hindi Kush 
to the neighbourhood of the Chahdrdar pass. ‘Thence it turas 1 
aod then north-west to the Surkhib near Shutar J 
way to the Koh-i-Chongur, + here forins the easte 
dividing it from Ghovi of Madakhshan. From the Koh-i-Chongur i 
direction is north-west, then north, running for the most part along the water- 
shed belween the Kundda river and the Tashkurghan stream. It crosses the 
high road from ‘Turkistin to Badakhsh<n at Khairabdd, and strikes the Oxus 
atits juaction with tho Ak Sarai or Kunddz river. 
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Apministrative Divisions. 
The administrative divisions of Afghan 'Turkisliu are as follows :— 
(1) Matds-i Shartf, whi 
(a) The towa aud n 
(4) ‘The riverain dist 






ineludes— 


rhhourhoad as os: Fide Chapter 1V. 














fe Vv. 
{e) The Chahavkind in the bills south of the town 7 v 
(4) Buinaksira 
(-, Ki Districts np the Dand-i- > é I. 
(/) Ak Kuprok [ Mey. | 
(9) Tong J J 
(2) Ba/k4, whieh includes the plain country round it - Iv. 
(3) Agedd, wl 
(a) The Lown aod district so called si a Iv. 
(d) ‘The riverain district of Khwaja Salar... a v. 
{e) Daolatabéd on the Andkhvi river wee i Vi. 
(4) Stitarghia uae itee vs 7 Iv. 
45) tadkbut a ae - Iv, 
(6) Zatkurghin, which jrsladeres ‘ Iv. 





(a) ‘Che omall districts of Pir Nakbchir and Gluenigak 
in the hills... a sie 1. 
(1) Kaldar on the Oxus eto v. 


The ahove divisions include the whole of the plain country, (he best part 
of which ig known as the Uazhda Nahr, 





(7) Haibak sa “ae Fide Chaptor IIT. 
(8) Dara Yiséf o .. U1. 
(9) Dodé, including [tui 4 Mt. 
(10) Saighdu and Kimard ; UL. 
(U1) Balta-Ab, the middle course of the, ‘Bandi ‘Amir es MI. 
(12) Sang Charak “as #5 BS ” VIL 
(13) Sar-i- Pat VI. 





(14) Maimana VEL 


Besides the districts above eaitmonated, it has been found convenient to 
describe in this part of Lhe work the following districts :— 


Bumidn, Velonging to Kabul ha Ss Fide Chapter IT. 


Yok Walang Welooging to Kébul ga. VY 
Andards aud Rhinjdn 

Doshi All belonging to Dadakeléa fe I 
Ghori J 


The administrative hend-quarters of the whole province of Turkistén is at 
Mazir-i-Sharif, which has taken the place of the ancient Balch as the capital of 
Turkistéo. 


Towns, 

The tows of Afghin Turkistdn are :— 
1. Mazir-i-Sharif, the capilal. 

. Tashkurghdn. 
. Andkhoi. 
. Akehs. 
. Shibarghén. 
. Maimana. 
» Sar-i-Pal. 
. Tukedr (Sang Chérak). 
Haibuk. 


Serrevnen 
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st important aro (1), (2), and (6). ‘Sar-i-Puil is also f flour- 
iin oe We alenad (5) ave decnyed cities with few inhabitants, and 
are Bou remarkable chiefly for their ancient walls and lofty citadels. (8) and 
(8) ave small places, the former being quile a new town, 


A peculiarity of these Turkisin towns is that they are usually surrounded 
by a mass of orchard suburbs known as the ddghd/, In the case of Mazar, 
Tashkurghan, and Sar-i-P dl tho town walls have completely disappeared in the 
bdghd!, ‘though the gales remain, At M: nana, however, there is 10 bdghadt, 
it having yanished in the course of repeated sieges. 











Tashkurzhdn is tho commercial capital of ‘Turkistin, while Maziv is tho 
seat of government. The population of each is probably unde 24,000, but 
they cover a gonsiderable extont of ground. They are both _pract ically inde- 
fensible, though they passess arks or ¢ fadels. ‘he population of the remain- 
ing towns is verv small, and indeed Haibak and ‘LT: sen ly dos e the 
appellation of towns. 1t may ho here observed that Maztr-i-sharil owes its 
namie, sanctity, and imporlance to ils shrine and great uiosque called the 
Mosalla. AU these towns are more or less described in the chapters to which 
they naturally appertain; it would, therefore, be superflnous to say more 
here. 

Balkh and Khulm, names famous from antiquity, no longer exist as cities, 
and, though they figure large ou most of our maps, baye about the sumo practi- 
eal importance sts ‘Thebes or Babylon. 
















Vakht-isPal is nothing more than a walled cantonment like Sherpur near 
Kabul. 


Popunation. 

The population of the whole province is probably under 400,000 souls, 
That so scanty a population is spread over so large and fertile an aren is due 
to (amine and pestilence as well as to war and anarchy, for in 1872 and 1873 
the province sulfered severely [rom the former causes, 

With regard to races, it may be said that the Turki-spenking people, 
namely, the Uzbaks and ‘Larkomans, nmount to about half, tho other halt being 
Haziras, Pajiks, and Arabs, who all speak Persian. There ave gompiratively 
few Afghans, but the immigration of that race is now being encouraged, 















Uzbaka,—With regard to this race, Catonel Wailland was of opinion that 
Urey, expecially those of the hill districlg Miimana, Sar-i-Pdl, &¢., were not 
wanting in nemly qualities, and were of very fair physique. ‘They have broad, 
good-mitured faces. bub with a somewhal cunning ¢ n, ‘They are rather 
fair, and even sometimes ruddy. Every Uzbak ein ride, and he alw wears 
kuee boots of soft untanned leather, large cnourh to allow of th being 
drawn on over thick felt stockings, hey invavially dvess in | 
garments of many colours, and ave easily distinguished from the 'L 
by their small turbans, while the latter wear the sheepskin hat. Uzbaks 

ys live in the dome V felt tents eMled owes or khirgahs, which they 
pitch in their wohed orch (shift when so inclined. Mud houses are ouly 
considered fit for cattle or for slore-houses. ‘The Uzbaks seem more eivili 














































than the Afghins, in every district (h ave reguku market days. Tl 
S attended lo, the latter being capitally built. Lhe Uzbaks also 





mething in the way of manufactures. ‘Lhey are gool cultivators and 
aftsmen, and keep sheep, lorses, and camels. 


Turkomane.— Asa rale Turk 
Ushaks. Thove ins 
orderly (ibe, exce. 


nans are darke: 
stan ave all Ar: 












izger, and bonier than 

and they are a quiet, 
armers. ‘hey make ear: 
the Ushuks, live in aeche (kibitkas), ‘Lhe 
the Uazlyr pt Cor the sheepskin hat; lat the enlours (hey wear are quieter, 


The Ar ¢ mostly along the Uxus, bat in the spring they frequent the 
cdot with their Meeks, ‘ 








Avahs.—Tho Turkistin Avahs very much tw 
that they spea* Persian. ‘They are all semi-noma! 
They seem to own most of the cauiels, 


ssemble the Uzbaks, except 
lic, and generally well-to-do, 
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Hazdras.—This rae is to be found only 
the higher tracts. For further informatio: 


My the 





n the hill districts, eapecially 
vide Part LY (Kabul Provincey, 


ame as Uzhaks, 











Kibchaks.— Are practi 
Both Uzhaks and Tu 



















Both | komans, and also the Persian-speaking inhabitants 
of Turkistin, detest Afghin rule, and would readily welcome the 1 ns. A 
spontaneous revolt against the Afghins is not. very Jikely, 





people hav 
heen disarmed. Besides, Uhey ate neither warlike nor impetuous in temperament, 
but. ib is quite certain that they would join a Russian invader. Probably they 
would prefer English rule, buat they fully understand that that solution is now 
searcely to Le hoped for. 





Cuimare, 


There are four seasons, as in Europe, each lasting about three months. 
Winter is cold even in the plains, where there ave occasional falls of snow, Tu 
the ills cold and stow naturally increase with the clevation, and above 8,600 
or 9,010 feet snow lies Lill April, and the roads are seldom passable by troops till 
May. Spring is everywhere a season of ra The heaviest rain is usually al 
the end of March, ane for some weeks afterwards the roads are so deep in’ mud 
as to be almost impracticable for Woops. Affer May the weather is clear ana 
seltled for all the summer and autumn up to November. Summer is hot in 
the plain country, the heat bei g ‘st on the Oxus, but nowhere is il so 
avvere a3 that of a Punjab hot weather. Tho hot season is, moreover, much 
shorter. In summer and autumn the plain country is generally unhealthy and 
malarial [vom irrigation and flooded ground acted on by a powerful sun. 
Sashkurghan, hosvever, is said to be always healthy. 

























The hill districts have temperate and cool climates according to elevation, 
ond there are many excellent sites for summer cantonments, one being within 
asingle march of Maztr-i-Sharif. By September the weather hegins to coal 
ain, and that month and October are mast enjoyab In November clouds 
appear with cold winds, rain, and sleet, but the winter scldom sets in with 
severity till Christmas. 














The barley harvest is reaped in the plain at the end of May ; the wheat early 
in June. In Iaibik, Sang Chirak, Sar-i- Pil, and Maimuna the harvests average 
about & fortnight later than those of the TIazhda but in the high glens 
the whent is not got in till October. The corn harvest of Dara Yustif appears 
to be in August and September, Autumn crops in the plain are gathered in 
November. 







The Tlindi Kush is passable from May to November, but on account of 
the swollen state of the streams the routes are not considered fully open till 
well on into June. 


Suppiies AND Traxsront. 


As regards supplies, although Turkistin does not now produce as much as 
Derdt, there can hardly be a doubt as to the superior nalural fertility of the 
province, and in ancient days, when Balkh was a great metropolis, if certainly 
supported a very large population. Even now, Colonel Maitland is of opinion 
that if a demand arose, und the necessary amount of land were brought into 
cultivation, the province might be equal to supporting two army corps, say 
50,000 men, while under preseat conditions a British Indian division of nine or 
ten thousand fighting men might live on the province far about four months. 
With reference {o transport, about 10,000 camels are available, but of this 
number prabably not more than haif could be permanently telained for duty 
with troops. In the hilly tracts yadus and bullocks, particularly the latter, are 
in seneratuse, Of course, if the Turkoman country and Bokhira could he 
drawn upon, a still larger amount of transport and supplies would be avi Able, 
8 that the Russians anyhow would not mect with great difficulties under this 
hend. 
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ApMy. 


It is uscless lo make any Jong statement about the Afghan army jn Ture 
as our information rega x the military irs of the provinee 
dar Ishak Khan is imperfect.” It is only 1 asary to 
remark that the bulk of the ‘Turk is concentiated at Maimana ond 
Maziiv-i-Sharif. At the former place U jormal garrison would he a little 
over 2,000 regulars, while at the Jatler, ine! uding the troops at Takht-i-Pil, 
there mizht he 4,000 men, ‘There are also small garrisons at Andkhoi, Shibar- 
gin, Akebd, Sar-i-Piil, and Yashkurghin. The total regular foree in the 
province is probably never over 10,000 men. The regular troops are (or 
were) a provincial force parrisoning Turkistén and also Badakhshan, but 
yeeruited from the neighlourhood of Kabul. ‘The men are therefore mostly 
Afghins and Kabuli Tiijiks. ‘There was formerly a percentage of Uzbaks in 
the infantry, but none in the cavalry. 


“There is really no lown or fortress in’ Turkistin where a prolonged re- 
sistance could be made in the event of invasion, and the best course for the 
Afghan army to take would ccriainly he to retire to the hill country, for it 
would be hopeless for it to give batlle in the open plains, The troops from 
Maimana and Sar-i-Pal might retire by the Dara Yusut; the rest vi@ Maibak. 








9 
siner the time of 8: 



























Roaps. 


The roads in this region which most interest us are those leading from the 
Tlazhda Nahr (o Kabul and Iberat respectively, and of course from our point 
of view the former are infinitely the move important. It will perhaps be 
easier to consider this subject froma defender’s standpoint. It will be observed. 
that all the routes from Kabul meet cither in Bamidn or at or near Doshi, 
The Irak, the Uiji Gak, and the Shibar passes lead to Bamiin, while the 
Tlindd Kush passes, from the Chahirdar on the west to the Khawak on the 
cast, unite on the Surkliib river befween Dahin-i-Tskér and Doshi. Of the 
former group, the Inik and Haji Gak lead through Maidin, while the Shibar 
runs through Ghorband. Of the latter group, the Chahardar, Walidn, and 
Kaoshén start from Ghorband, while the remainder may he classed as roules 
Jrom Panjshiv; but all, whether from Ghorband or Panjshir, bifurcate from or 
near Charikir, so that the country about Chavikaér is strategically a most 
important point for concentrating the reserve of any forees or delachments 
observing the Uindd Kush passes. Tt will be useful to remember that Chari- 
kar is 42 miles or marches from Kabul. The Irik and Iléji Gak are prae- 
tically the same line of route, and ono which is the main ddfi/e route to Tur- 
kistdn, The distance by them from Kabul to Bamidn may be taken at 105 
miles or 10 marches. 















The Shibar from its low altitude (under 10,000’) is the only pass which can 
be crossed in winter, and might be made a good road. Itis more roundabout 
than the Maidsin routes, being 138 miles or 12 stages. Of the indy Kush 
passes, tho Chahirdar is now infinitely the best, being, at least for the eveater 
part. a made road. ‘The Kaoshin is an old Adfila road which has been already 
used by an invader, while the Khawak, though fairly good, is excessively cir- 
euitous. The distances by these three routes are :— 7 


Kabul to Daltin-i-Kaiéo ei? Chahdedar “ 

» Doshi Rao-hiin ce ue 12 197 

: Klawak: an 16 1S3 
From Bamiin and Doshi respectively lic the two main routes to Turkis- 
tin. The great road from Namizin is that by the Kara Kotal to Haibak, but 
there is alsoa bra rond through Dara Y distil to Mazdr-i-Sharif, and a route from 
Saighin (o Doshi rid the Surkhab. From Doshithere are two roads through the 
Ghori district to Haibak—the one leading from Dahan-i-Iskér ; the other by the 
valley of the Surkhib, Alter reuniting near Chashima Shir, the road ascends to 
the watershed between the Surkhib and Tashkurghén valleys at (he Mirza Had 
Bel* (elevation 4,655’), where there is a good sive position facing west. 
Thence to Maibak it is easy going. Here the direct Damian road comes in. 


Marches! Blites. 
12 (132 
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Waibak, heing at the point of junction of all the best roads from Kabul, thus 
hecomes a point of supreme strategical importance. Itis as well here to nole 
the distanees— 


Bamiin to Habs ay 


Bamiin te Da v 4 Ree. ‘ 13 
Doshi to Maibak ..” wa B 


At the same time the Dara Ya 









£ routes cannot be enlirely neglected. 
is 155 miles (1:3 stages), while thence on 
Sharif hy the direct road it is GD miles (5 stage: There is also the 
circuitous route from Dara Yusdf by the valley of the Band-i-Amir. 











Returning now to Iaibak, there are from that point two roads leading to 
the ‘Turki: in—the great kafila read by ‘Tashkurghdn, and the hill road 
i By the tirst it is 73 miles, 2nd by the second 77 miles, 
summarize the distances by the several routes from Kabul to 





Moaair-f-Shavit 





Miles, Stagen. 
; Mazér-i-Sharif... 314.27 
(B) Kabul, Shit ihn, Doshi, Hnibak, Mazér-i-Sbarifé 398 34 
(C) Kabul, Chahirdar, Haibak, Tashkurghén, Mazir-i-Sharit M2 OF 
(D) Kébul, Bamida, Dara Yasal, Mozér-i- Sbarif Ss 829 OS 


Of the above through routes, (C) ie the shortest and most direct, and it has 
Leen much improved of Jate years by the Am(r, who intends thatit shall be 
practicable for artillery. The best natural line is, however, (B), which is the 
only roule that can be used at all during the winter months. It is, however, 
terribly circuitous, and the part along the Surkhéb is very difficult. (D) is 
hardly a main route, and it can only be regarded as a (hrough route in so far oa 
it might be uscful for flanking purposes and os 2 line of supply, thus relieving 
the pressure on route (A), which, with route (C), form the two great military 
Jines of communication. ‘The real value of route (B) lics probably in tho Inct 
that twice in its course it serves as a link between routes (A) and (C), namely, 
between Saightn and Doshi, and again between Bamitin and Ghorband. There 
is another good lateral road from Dofb-i-Shah Pasand to the Ghori plain. 


‘The following diagram may elucidate the relation of these routes to one 
another, while their strategic hearing on the theatre of war will be considered 
further on :— 








(A) Kabul 4, 
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As regnris the roules from Turkisldn to Ierit, it is only necessary here 
to remark tbat, practically speaking, there ore two—the southern or hill rend 
through Sar-i-Pul and Maimana, and the nerthern or desert route through 
Shibarghin. Both meet at Kala Wali on tho road to Bali Murghin, ‘The 
distance from Maedr to Merit rd Maimana, Bald Marghab, Kushk, and the 
Héba pass is about 293 miles, or say 6 weeks’ march. ‘Lhe Shibarghin road 
ig somewhat shorter, but water is deficient on some of the stages. In_any case 
military operations on either line would hardly be practicable from December 
to March (vide Chapler V1). 



























SrratecicaL Features. 


We may now pass on ta consider the strategical conditions which appear 
to govern military operations in Tuckistin, but I must premise that these will 
be more cle: understood after the perusal of the following chapters. It 
will, of course, be understood that strategical conditions are very largely de- 
pendent on politic! considerations at the moment of action. 






In Chapter V the strategical bearing of the Oxus on military operations is 
discussed, and from what is there stated it will be seen that Kilif would almost 
certainly be the first objective of the Ru: whether they advanced by the left 
Dank of the Oxus, or whether they marched direct from Ja: [tis also quite 
certain that diflicult as it might be to foree a passage at Kilif in the face of 
organised opposilion, the A{ghns would not be able to offer any effectual resist- 
ance at that point. We may also assume that, if political considerations did not 
peremplorily necessilat: the choice of some othex on, May would probably 
be the month selected foranadvance by the Russians. Not only is the country 
then best suiled for military operations, bul any counter-movement from Kdébul 
would then still be difficult owing to the state of the passes. We may, therefore, 
further assume that the only resistance to an advance that could be made is such 
asthe Afelsi i in that, 
in (he p allevents, the Afghans could make litt tance, we 
may ¥et again assume that the Iussians coukl oceupy Mazir-i-Sharif, ‘lashkuy- 
ghan, and the whole Turkistén plain without any serious opposition, At the 
end of May and carly in June the crops are reaped in the Hazhda Nahy, 60 thot 
commissarial difficulties would also be redneed toa mininwim at that season. 


































Under these cirenmstanees we have to consider what course the Afghans 
would pursue. Obviously their best policy woald be to fall back into the 
hill country, and gradually retive southwards, at the same time retarding the 
enemy’s alvance in every possible way, denuding the country of supplies, carry- 
ing off all transport, destroying the bridges, breaking up the roads as much as 
possible, employing, in short, every means to delay and hinder the offensive move- 
ments of the enemy. From Mazir fo Bamidn it is 213 miles, so Uhat assuming 
the Russians would not be ready to udvanee into the hillcountry till the end of 
May, itis very improbable that they could reach Bamidn till the end of June 
at earliest, that is lo say, provided the retreat of the Afghan Lroops were con- 
ducted with ordinary prudence and skill. By the end of June it is reason- 
able to suppose that an Anglo-Afghdn army would be in a position to 
render aid to the retiring {roops; and, as will be pointed out hereafter in 
Chapter IL, Ue Bamian position is by no means a bad one for resisting the 
attack of superior forces, Strategically the posilion is excellent, while in a 
tactical sense it has this great advantage, that it limits the number of men who 
y possibility be brought into line of batlie. Of course there undoubted- 
n¥ positions in the hills between Bamiin and ‘Tarkistin which offer 
sill greater advantages ; for instance, Haibak is strategically a superior position, 
while for an army of 20,000 men the Paikim Dara position (vide Chapter ILI) 

ally xn admirable one for giving bale; but it seems almost certain that 
nt so far in advanee we should be forestalled by the enemy, and 
consequently it would he unwise to adopt any plan of action which embraced 
fo extensive a programme as the occupation of the whole hill country. What 
we should, however, endeavour to do is to discourage all fightingin the Turkis- 
tin plain, to ensure the steady retirement of the A(ghan forces on Bamizin, and Lo 
take care that we ourselves anticipate the enemy in tho Bamidn position. On 
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the other hand, if the Russians were allowed to o-cupy Namide, they would 
obtain the immenso slrategical advantage of being able toadvanee either by the 
Maiddn line (Trik and Haji Giak pases) or the Ghorband line (Shibar pags, 
while the alternative would be forced upon us of either splitting up aur forces 
to watch both lines, or of concentrating as far hack as some poing east of the 
Paghmin range, that is, between Charikavand Kabul, the Iding to Lhe enomy 
che free use of still another good route, that by the Chahdvdar pass. 
























Under these circumstances it might be useful to point out how the Afghin 
retreat from Turkistin could best be conducte The troops from Maimana 
and Sar-i-)il, say 3,000 men, should makeat once for the Dara Yesif by way 
of Ak Kupruk, and having gained that haven of safety should retire as cit. 
cumstances dictated cither by way of Walishin ov by wny of the Kéra 
Kotal. The small garrisons of Andkhoi and Shibargin would also probably 
make for the Dara Yusif or possibly would join the Hazhda Nabr gare 
visons fAkchd, Takht-i-Pdl, Mazitr-i-Sharif). These latter would retire into 
the hills either towards Shadidn or by way of Tashkurghdn, while the Tash. 
kurghin garrison would, of course, fall back towards Uaibak. ‘Thus ulli- 
mately the Afghda Turkistin army would converge into two groups, pro~ 
bably about, 4,000 men concentraling on Dara Yiistif, and about 6,000 con- 
centrating towards Haibak, Columns of this strength could on either ling 
oller considerable resistance even to ao” European foe, as the nature of the 
country through which these columns would be retiring lends itself in a 
marked manver to gucrilla warfare, Further than this it ig useless lo indulge 
in speculation, and the only point which it is necessary to bear in mind is that 
wader present conditioas it is impossible to prevent an occupation of the plain 
country, and that the best we can hope for is that the Afghin retirement may 
he so conducted ag to render it possible for us to anticipate the Itussians in the 
Bamiin position, The Hindd Kush group of passes (Chahérdar to Khawak) 
have not the same importance, as the proper manner of observing and guarding 
them is by a vigilant defensive altitude on the south side of the great mountain 
range. Morcover, these passes open considerably later than the Shibar, and there- 
tore need nat be so immediately considered. A careful study of the region 
most decidedly leads to the conclusion that our first cave and our primary ob- 
jective should be Bamidn, which it is of the utmost importance to deny to an 
enemy. 


As regards the country between the Iazhda Nahr and Maimana, it would 
seem that. this tract is strategically important only to the invader, as it would 
Qo for him the great lateral line of communications between his wo main lines 
of advance—the Oxus Jine and the Herat line, 


The country east of Turkistdn, that is Kataghdén, need not be considered 
hero, as it can have but a very minor effect on the ‘Turkistiin theatre of war, 
though it would probably be advieable for the small Khinabid garrison to fall 
back on Doshi and the Hindti Kush passes by way of Baghlin avd Ghori, or, 
possibly better still, by Narin. 


























CHAPTER II. 


TUR BASIN OF THE SURKHAD OR KUNDCZ RIVER. 


‘The great drainage channel known first as the Surkhab, afterwards as the 
Kundiz river or the Aksarai, takes its rise in that lofty watershed called by us (he 
Hindi Kush and Koh.i-Babé. [ts main sources lie in the districts of Bamidn, 
Saighin, and Kimard. ‘he streams watering these three districts unite nt 
Donb-i-Mekhzari, and lower down, in Doshi, are joined by the river which 
tvains Andarib, ‘Thence (he Surkbadb Mows through the districts of Ghori and 
Baghhin, where it is joiued by the important stream which drains the Narin 
valley. So far the river is always called the Surkhab or Ghori. It now enters 
Kataghiin, where it receives the Turki name of Aksarai, while from Kunduz 
onwwarils to tle Oxus it is generally known as the Kunduz river. 











I may here remark that of the whole of this basin it is only the districts 











of Saighiin and Kaémard which belong politically to Turkistiin, Bamidn 
belongs to Kabul, and th tis within the administrative area of Badokhshiin. 
Geograph nd slrategi » howercr, tho districts of Andarib, Doshi, and 





Ghori very intimately connected with Turkist4n,as some of the most im- 
portant roules to Kabul from 'Turkistén lie through those districts. I have 
therefore preferred to deseribe the upper part of Uhe Surkhab drainage, that is, 
as far down as Ghori, in the part of this work devoted lo Turkistin. I may 
Devin this survey by some allusion to the great range which rears ils snowy 
pew hove the sources of the Surkhdb. This range is part of that great 
hackhone of 4 which forms the watershed between the Oxus aud the rivers 
that flow towards the Indian Ocean. From the Khawak pnss to the Shibar 

ass this range is called the Hindi Kush. Westwards it becomes locally 
Known as the Band or Koh-i-Baba. The Hindi Kush in its length of about 
160 miles is traversed by about 16 recognized passes, but a third of these are 
only foot-paths, and about half a dozen are practicable only for camels of the 
country, yabus and mules. The most important of these are the—. 








Khawak. Kaoshdn. 
Bajgéh. Walidn. 
Chalnirdar. 


Of these, the Khawak leads to the head of the Andarfb valley, and being a 
very circuitous route would scarcely under any circumstances be used as a 
route belween Kabul and Turkislén.* The Béjgth, Kaoshdn, and Walidn all 
lead into Khinjin. Of these the Kaoshiin is the best, and was formerly con- 
sidered the main road, but il has now been superseded by the Chahdrdar, a road 
which has been regularly laid out under the present Amfr’s orders. It was 
unfinished in 3$86, but it is intended te be made practicable for artillery. The 
Chabdrdar leads from Ghorband to Dahan-i-Iskar on the Surkhéb, ond is now 
the roule [hat one would ordinarily select if crossing the Linda Kush. It 
tay be noled here that the Hiuda Kush is only passable from May to Nov- 
ember, and that on account of the difficulty of crossing unbridged streams, the 
roads are not considered fully open (itt the end of June. ‘The passes arc about, 
1,000 feet high, and the Llindd Kush is hereabouts a distinct single range or 
ridge. At its western end it abuts on the deep gorge of the Surkhib, and its 
main axis is deflected southwards, forming a depression which is the terminal 
western watershed of the Ghorband yalley. Over this depression passes the 
Shibar pass, which is the main route from Ghorband to Bamidn. The axis of 
the watershed agnin turns westwards, and now becomes known as the Vand-i 





Bib4, at the eastern end of which are the two depressions known as the Irak 


* The Ato! 
weak pase import at. 





id to be making a rood from Awlaréb to Badakhsbéos. This, «Leo completed, will make the Kha: 
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and Haji Gak passes leading from the Maidén district of Kabul to Bamién. 
‘The sketch below illustrates this curious overlapping formation, 
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It will be observed that the Hind“ Kush passer all lead towards Ghori; 
while the Shibar and the passes over the Band-i-Bibé lead to Bamifn, and 
thence through Saighin and Kémard to Haibak. 

The subject of these passes and the great range they cross will more fitly 
he dealt with in a separate chapter, which will be included in Part IV (Kébul 
Province), and I have intended to refer to them here so far only that their 
bearing on the general topography of the Surkhib basin may be understood. 

I will now take district by district, beginning with Bamién and ending. 
with Ghori. 


Bamisn. 


The district of Bamién is the only part of the Kébul Province north of 
the great range. It comprises (i) the valley of Bamién and ita affluent 
glens, all draining to the Surkhéb ; (ii) the sub-district of Yak Walang (vide 
Chapter III), which is west of Bamidn, and is drained by the Band-i-Am{r river; . 
and (iii) the Dai Zangi country, which belongs geographically to the Hazdrnjat. 
Weare hore only concerned with Bamiin. This district lies between the 
Koh-i- Baba and the Koh-i-Ghandak, extending from the Karghanati glen in 
the west to the Kalu sub-district in the east. The whole of this tract is oceu- 

ied by Hoziras, execpt the valley proper of Bamidn, where there nre about 6 
thousand ‘Tijik families. ‘I'he total population is reckoned at 4,300 families, of 
which three-fourths at least are Mazdras. There is a good deal of cultivation in 
the district, wheat and barley being grown. The surplus available has been 
reckoned at 600 maunds ed and 1,900 maunds barley ; but, besides this, grain 
could be brought from the Dara Yusuf if it were contemplated to form a 
depot of supplics in Bamign, and there are sufficient water-mills to grind the 
wheat so collected. Sheep are abundant, and ghé can be obtained from Bésud. 
The pack animals of the district ave yebus and bullocks. There are no camels. 
There is no town in tho district, and the lfkim resides in a amall foré about 
the middle of the valley known as Kala Sarkiri. Itis nearly opposite the great 
rock cut statues known as the “ Bhut-i-Bamitin."” South of Kala Sarkéri there 
is an excellent camping ground on « plateau known as the Dasht-i-Sarkér, 
which is watered by a karez, 

Coloncl Maitland in 1885 traversed tho whole of the Bamidn district, so 
that we have a very complete knowledge thereof. Looking from the Kham. 
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en Yak Walang and Bamiin, lie deseniee the general 

t ry as bleak and barren, the Bamidn valley lying ina deep 
err eles ied ts the east between the Snowy heights of the main range on 
the right and the Koh-i-Ghandak on the left. ‘Phe road from the kotal runs 
across the drainage of several large inhabited glens, all draining towards the 
Bamisn valley, which is reached at about 30 miles from the Yak W alang water. 
shed. ‘The valley is here running from west to east, only about half a mile wide, 
between high hills. Halfa mile lower down one strikes the Kabul-Turkistin road, 
a broad track on the north side of the valley. The road is very good all the way, 
keeping close to the hills, which are rocky. Broken clilfs of conglomerate 250 to 
400 feet high abut. on the valley. These cliffs are honeycombed by cares, and 
amongst then are the niches in which the famous figures stand." Forts, or high 
walled villages, are scattered up and down the valley, bat there is no central 
agglomeration of houses which could be called the town of Bamiin. The stream 
is shallow in the autumn, and onlya few yards wide. rom Bamidn itself three 
important roads diverge, Lhe one men tioned above from Yak Walang, that (o 
furkistan, and the road eastwards down the valley. The latter at 7 miles 
reaches the mouth of the Panjfilin glen, up which is the road to the sub-district 
known as Kali, and thence to the [Iiji Gak pass. Two and a half miles lower 
down, near the ruins of Zohak, the road leaves the valley, and ascends a spur to the 
Kashka Kotal, which is the top of the ascent to a plateau, where the rords to the 
Shibar and Trék passes divide. Tt will thus be sven that all the roads from the 
three great passes to ul, namely, the Shibar, Inik, and ldji Gak, unite near 
Zobik, and the strategic importance of the position Sully accounts for the 
ancient prestige of that ruined fortress. Just below Zohaik, or rather below 
the mouth of the Pai Muri glen, the main valley turns rhruptly to the north, 
and becomes a narrow detile enclosed by cliffs. ‘This cefile is practicable ovly 
to men on fool, and is consequently useless for military operations. It will he 
seen from the above how important Bamidn is strategically. A force there 
would be on the main route by the Kara Kotal to Turkistén, and would cover 
the Koh-i-Baha group of passes in the most effective manner possible. 


Kotal (11,420) betwe 




















SaicHin anp KAmanp. 


These Lo small districts of Turkistin are mountain valleys north of, and 
poraliel to, Bamian, both draining into (he Surkhab river; vd civor at 
uith-i-Mekeari, the Saighsin a few miles above. Their importance lies in the fact 
that the main road from Bamidn to Tashkurgliin lies through, or rather across, 
them. After leaving Bamidn, the road passes through the Sokhdar villages, 
atfive miles it enters the delile of that name. This defile is over fony mile 
and ia places only about 50 yards wide. Its sides are generally impractic 
At nive miles the ascent of the Koh-i-Ghandak apurs may be said to eommence. 
‘the crest is reached at Kotal Katar Sum (10,920’), 19 miles from Bamiin ; 
the yoad then descends a narrow ravine, and at 35 miles debouches inlo the 
Saighdn valley near Saraiak, ‘here isa good alternative road to this which 
Tuns parallel to it ubout 3 or 4 miles to the west through Gumbut, and over 
the Chap Kolak Kotal, This fact is important, as in military operations both 
would undoubtedly be used, aud no great difficulty would be experienced even 
with guns. ‘There is easp communication between the two roads at the crest of 
the range, andl infantry could easily traverse the high ground on either side of 
or between the ravines, in which the roads for the most parts lic. Besides these 
two roads there are several tracks over the Koh-i-Ghandak said to be practlicas 
Vle for hill camels, and these would doubtless have to be watched by any 
force defending Bamién. 

The Saighén valley ran generally from west to east. Thero is neither 
cullivation nor population below Baidni, but above it is ahout half a mile wide, 
is well cultivated, and ins many orcbards and villages, A considerable stream 
runs down the valley, which is enclosed between hills more or less searped, and 
kencrally inaccessible. ‘The valley contains about 800 families, mostly ‘ajiks. 

encral clevation may be taken at 6,000 feet. From Saighdn there are several 
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roads Lo Kamar ; Chat most used glarts fram some way up the valley above the 
entrance of the Baniidn roids, and eros igh plateau by the Dandén Shikun 
(Lootl-breaker) pass. East of this a road leaves the valley at Kb i 

goes over the Farsh pass ta the Dasht- i 
ds the road tot 
Turkistdo, A thied rc 





















t Kotal pass, over whieh 
ul known as the Maiddnak 
kin Shikan 





is Uhe main kalila roule to 
ataris from the western end of the Saighsin 
road is (hat most used by k: bat the Dasht.i-s: als elime 
used, ‘he Maiddnak road erossing a very high is ee 
used. Besides the three roads above mentioned, a new road has lately: 
been made down the n valley over the tlich | Kotal to Dodgh. 
“h the deGles of the Surkhab to Ghori, This road 
ar good hatin 1889 the . with his whole cxmp marched inte 
Turkistan hy this route. It is, how very circuitous, On the whole it is 
thought the Dasht-i-Saled road off f line for troops, ‘Lhe watershed 
is lower (lin on the other roads, n be taken without much dilficul- 
ty, while (he Dandidn Shikan de id is extremely troublesome. 
Phere isa fall of 2,800 feet in 24 hould be understood thaba geeat 
partol Lhe watershed between Sai: nd Kaimard is nota ridge, int a plateau 
known as the ht -i-G: ‘This plateau is about 18 miles long from west to 
eas, antl is in plaves 6 miles broad, There is unfortunately no permanent water 
on it. The descents on the Kimard side are much worse than those on the 
Saighin side, 

The Kamard valley is very deep, and is walled in hy tremendous inaccessible 
cliffs, especially on the north side, [ts bottom 0’) is level, fertile, and well 
eultivared. Its i EPajiks, and muster about £00 lamilies,. The 
river is from 12 to 20 yards wide, rapid and dvep, ‘the valley, like that of Saighda, 
produces much fruit, but comparatively little grain, and the people have to 
exchange their vice for corn from Dara Yustif and Walishin. ‘here are no 
camels and few sheep, but caltle are numerous, as also yabus. Sari- 
Pul, near the foot of the Dandin Shikun, may be called the chief village, From 
Kidmard a road leads westward up the valley to Walishin and Dara Yusuf, 
while northwards there are two important roids, the kafila road, by the 
Kara Kolal,and a roundabout roid east of this by the Kotal Nai dosbak, 
which offers au imporbint alternative line. Tho former road, aftor pass. 
ing through the narrow defiles of the Kémard valley. turns at about tho 9th 
mile from Sar-i- Pal up the Madar gorge, a natro ff-hound defile which ia 
very ¢ sible from either side, and could bo held by a few companies. The 
gorge can, however, be turned by the Siah Ree Kotal, 3 miles to the west, or 
by tho Nai Joshak road above mentioned. ‘There are other paths which lead 
to the head of the Kamard valley, so that on the whole itis unlikely thata 
superior force could be opposed for long in the neighbourhood of Kémard. At 
the same time Kamard does offer a good position for delaying an enemy, as, if 
the Siah Rez Kotal and the Madar-Dajgah gorge were held, an enemy would 
be almost foreed (o use the cuitous Nai Joshak road. ‘The village of 
Madar is ?§ miles from th rard river, and isabout 6,000 lect above the sea. 
From Madar lo the Kava Kolal itis about 7 miles with a rise of over 3,690 fect, 
the kofal being 9,620 fert above sea, All difficulties seem to lic in the last tivo 
mileg, in which the road rises 1,600 feet. ‘The road is upa steep and narrow gorge, 
encumbered by fallen rock and boulders. Colonel Maitland says of it 

Aint bit appears impossible to materially improve the road. 
an nw over by the Afyiins, bat with a penditure of time and 
ch might have been more advantageously employed iam: new road on a 
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For a deseriplion of the ronte onwards to Haibak, the reader is referred lo 
Chapter LIT. 

‘As alveady described, the waters of Bamiin, Saighin, and Kimard unite at 
Doab-i-Mekzari to form the Sarkhab river, and it may be useful if I here trace 
the coursa of the Surkhtbas far as Diltin-i-Iskir. IT may first mention 
that above Doib the Bamidn or Surkhdb river is lovally known as the 
Aodaea, It js for the most part lined by lofty, inaccessible rock-clil’s, which 
occasionally contract the streaw to a width of 20 yards. The bed of the stream 
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is a succession of small rapids and waterfalls. By crossing and recrossing about 
ea, which can be done only at low-water, an unshod horse might be 

- hak (6 miles), but beyond that the gorge is quite impassn- 
foot by climbing, and not. even that in the Mood season. 
On this subject Major Peacocke says: “Lo make a road up the Aodara for even 
a lightly equipped infantry column during military operations would be quite 
unfeasible; ta make a road-even aga civil operation in peace time would be o 
heavy undertaking.” Again—" Viewed asa possible line for a railway passing 
orer the Shibar and down the Sarkhab, as far as the culling and tunneling is 
concerned, the Aodara could not be pronounced an impassable line,” but Irom 
Bulola to Doab (35 mites) the work would be of the heaviest description, and 
the general gradient 1 in 44, which could not be much reduced by winding owing 
to the narrow nature of the gorge. 
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From Dodb down the river as far as the Tala plain (20 miles) the valley is 
bordered on the left by vertical cliffs with a high talus of débris at the foot. Lhe 
crests of this cli are quite 1,500 (0 2,000 fect above the river, Occasional spurs 
project to the river, and form ridges which have to be crossed by the road. ‘The 
first village on the Lis Barfak (14 miles from Doath). At Tala the valley 
opens out into a n about. 3} miles long by 1} broad at its widest part. Lere 
aboul.1,000 Ha: families reside, and a certain amount of supplies would 
doubtless be obtainable, besides horses and ponies. So far the river is usually 
fordable in the dry season, and the road could easily be made fit for guns. But 
fron ‘Tita to Dahin div, 25 miles, the road in 1896 was not practicable even 
for Jaden camels al many places. Jt is believed, however, that since then a 
good road has been constructed the whole way, and it is known that the Amfr 
rehed down this road on his way to Turkis(én in 1889. At Dahan-i-Iskér 
$80’) the Surkhab valley is } mile wide, and hounded by high irregular hill 
slopes destitute of vegetation. ‘The river is about 75 yards wide, and is only 
passable at the regular fords even in the dry season. Dahan-i-Iskar is a most 
important point, as here the Chahdrdar route strikes the Surkhab ; here, too, the 
Dara Kaisin comes in ; this is the only important tributary on the left bank 
below the Kémard junction, From here also the éafita route vfé Dahana makes 
ils way to Ghori, 









































AwNpaudsB ann KarxgAy. 


These are {wo small districis of Badakhshan now united under one Tékim, 
They compris» almost tho whole of the Ieng valley of the Andarib from its 
head near the Khawak pass to Doshi, a few miles above the junction with the 
Surkhab, Tt is described as a pretty valley, from half lo three quariers of a 
mile in width, with many villages and orchards. Its large stream fails into Lhe 
Surkhab just, wheve the latter coming from the opposite direction turns north to 
break throngh the hills, Practically the valleys of the two rivers together form 
one long nuirow trough extending for 90 miles from the Khawak pass to Dahiin- 
i-fskar. ‘The population of th's valley is Hagira lo the westand ‘Majik to the 
east. ‘The upper or eastern division of the valley is known as Andardb ; the 

vestorn division from Dasht-i-Kalat downwards as Khinjin. The population 
of Khinjin is reckened at 930 families, all but the people of Gavin being 
Mazi In Andarab, including ils tributary glens, the population is put at 
2.590 families, of whieh over 2,000 4 s. ‘the valleys and giens are 
very fertile, and in good years a con: amount of supplics ean be col- 
lee Colonel Maitlund estimated that with sufficient notice 1,400 maunds 
of dfdand ries and 2,009 mands of barley might be collected. Very good don- 
key transport is available in the diswiet. 
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ale of Khinjin (allitude 3.100) is comparatively mild in winter. 
Yr more than foot Acep, and dacs not lielong. Andarab has, however, 
winter. ‘The river of And is generally fordable from Septem~- 












The passes over tha Hindd Kush ave described elsewhere (ride Part IV), so 
but little reference will he wade to them here. It will be convenient if I now 
describe the Andarab valley from ils head down to Doshi, ‘The most easterly of 
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the passes over the Tlinda Kush proper is the Khawnak. This pasa, 11,240 foet 
high, is considered practicable for camels. Tt waa used by Toimur Lane, who 
carried his guns over on camels. The road after descending to the river runs 
down (he bottom of the valley, or rather glen, which is here known on Pashai. 
The main valley is only one or two furlongs in width, while the hilla on both 
sides are high, steep, and almost impracticable even for infantry. The river, 
though here shallow, is not easy to cross on account of Uhe current and the rocks 
and boulders. AtSanghardn the Murgh glen joins in on the right, and the main 
valloy opens out cousiierably. Up this Mu glen is the road to Nitrin and 
abdid (3 miles d also lo the Shihshin and Kaésén valleys of Ane 
dardb, by which there are said lo be roads into Khost. A few miles further on the 
valley widens {o 1} or 2 miles, and here is Banu (4.700'), the principal village 
in Andarab (300 families), and the residence of the Uikin. Tyom here there is 
a very direct road to Panjshirand Charikdy by the Arzu Kotal, but itappeara to be 
amere gont track.t Itmay be mentioned here that between Arzu and the Khawak 
there are same half dozen passes across the Mindd Kush, but none are of special 
mililary importance, and they ate little better than fool-paths, From Banu to 
Yuch, the next village of any importanee, itis 14 miles. The road is very godin 
parts, bad in others, buta Low days’ work would makeit practicable for wheels. The 
river is generally unfordable, but there is a bri Banu, and another below, 
Near Yuch the Kush Dara road sti It is believed to be fnirly 
casy, and is used by travellers between Navin and Khinjin. At Yuch one enters 
the IHazdra country. From Yuch to Gaziin it is 15 miles, The road is fairly 
good, and could easily be improved, as no blasting would be required. At miles 
éjgdh glen, up which is the read by the Bajgih Kotal to Tutamdara 
Phe kolal itself is not dificult, hut Che road down the Sdlang 
glen on h side of the Lind’ Kush is barely practicable for laden mules.t 
Bajgih marks the limit between Khin. o and Andarib, The road now enters 
the partol the valley known as Khinj The principal place is Gazan (3,100'), 
ona sort of plateau projecting [rom the spurs on the south, It is rather im- 
ortant strategically, as here meet the Kaoghdin and Walidin routes from Ghor- 
hand and the Khanigao route, which is the shortest route to Kelagai in Ghori. 
Phe distances by the two routes across the Hindi Kush are approximately — 


Gazan to Burj-i-Guljén (Ghorbond valley) by Walino a 80 
Goran to Burj-i-Guljin (Ghurband valloy) Ly Kaoshéa .., ve 80 

































d, but also the shorter. Tt 
nits present state ig fib. for 


So that the lalter is not only the better x 
must not Le supposed, however, that tho ‘aos’ 
the march of British troops. To make it practicable for even mountain bat- 
teries would tuke 2.00 soldiers at least a fortnight, if no local labour were 
available. From Gazan te Doshi the road presents no special difficulties, and the 
valley is wide, fat, and cultivated, the principal crop being rice. 











Dosuatr. 


ict, at the confluence of the Andarib and the Surkhéb, lies 
to Lhe west of Khin. It extends from Kivu, on the Andardb river, a short 
way lowards Dia dram the Surklith,and down the valles of the Surkhab 
to Kelagai. It is subdivided into Kelagai and Doshi, «nd the total population 
is estimated at about 00 familivs. In Doshi the people are all Mazaras ; in 
Kelagai they are Tijiks or Afghins. 

Doshi is a fertile tract, bul, owing to the ravages of locusts, no grain but 
rice is much grown, The elevation of the district ¥ rics from 2,000 to 3,000 
feet, so that. snow does not lic very deep here in winter, At Doshi proper, that ia 
near the confluence of the Andavab aud Surkhab, the valley is about 14 miles 
wide, filled with rice-felds, the river in several channels. The position is most 
tmportan!, as p elienly Dos! avers all the routes across the Mindi Kush 
from che Khawak to the Chahardar pass. Including the Surkbab valley up to 
Dahin-i-Tskiir in this position, three roads lead northwards from Doshi, namely— 
(QQ) the old knfile youd from Dahdn-itskiir ly Dahlina (cide Route No. X, 


This small di 
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ies); ne utak road to Ghori (vide Roule No. XE); (3 

Kabul series); pea ert of the Surkhdb wid Kelagai (ride ee 
re on The Tast named is possibly now the best, as it was intended {o make 
i chin which would be available at all sensons. The Amrutnk toad is 
said to be a very gooil ane, except for scarcity of water along it. The old hafita 
road goes through hills for 20 miles, and then enters tho plain of Ghoti. ‘Che 
highest crest erosscd cn this road is about 6,000 fect, while at Dahdn-i-Iskér, 
where the road leaves the Surkbib, the elevation is only 2,880 (cet. 


Colonel Maitland gives tho following description of Kelagai : es This valley 
is about 10 miles long and 3 or 4 wide, but narrow at each end. This does not 
include the bare plain of the Dasht-i- Kelagai on the north-east side. The hills are 
high and rocky, both on tho east and wi There is a goad deal of cultivation. 
At this time of the year (September) it is mostly rico. ‘There are five villages. 
Tho people are half Afghans, half Surkhabi 4 ajiks nae ae . CF 
Tt would not be at all easy to move troops about over the cultivated part of the 
valley.” ‘here are soveral fairly goud roads [rom here into Nariu. 








Guont. 


This district of Badakhshin may be roughly said to comprise the plain of 
Ghori and the country draining into it [rom the surrounding hills as fur north 
as Sebttit on the river, below which point the Baghhin district commences. The 
district takes its name from the ruined fort of Ghori, which stands a prominent 
object in the centre of the valley. The whole of the norihern half of the 
Ghori plain is very marshy. Swamps, reed beds, and cultivation are inter- 
mixed, while the southern -half is bare and almost waterless. 


Ghori was formerly inhabited principally by Uzbaks, but Amfr Shir Ali 
after destroying Kala Ghori introduced Ghilzai colonists, who now form the 
bulk of the settled population. The following estimate was made in 1866 :— 


Families. 
Tajiks and Uzbuke a oe ae we 450 
Hazéraa an wee ue abe vs 3,000 
Afghéns, mostly Ghilzais  ... ee fs ves 2,200 
Tota w» 6,650 


The district produces wheat, harley, rice, millet, maize, &e. The land is 
good, but there is a superabundance of water in the northern half of the plain, 
and a deficiency in the southern hall. ‘The amount of supplies procurable in 
the district is large. It was calculated in syd that a strong Anglo-Indian 
brigade of all arms might be fed for a week in the district. Grass and camel 
grazing are abundant, whilst sheep, camels and horses, or yabus are numerous, 


The plain of Ghori, though surrounded by hills on all sides, is perfectly 
flat. Its shape is oval, yather larger at the southern end. The length of the 
plain may be 16 miles; the breadth 6 to 10 miles. ‘The villages are chielly in 
the northern half, particularly on the cast side ; they are mostly on the banks 
of the river, or on one of the four canals which irrigate the plain. 





The river Surkhab having ran from Doshi ina rather rocky 
narrow valley e1 into the plain, and crosses it diagonally. 1] 
the valley through a short gap in the hill 1 
necessary Lo follow ifs course. ‘The hills, w 
the north, are low and easy, and tho: separating it from Nirin, are 
also of no great height or difficulty ; but to the west is a lolty Tange, the 
Koh-i-Chougar, rising five or six thousand feet above the plain, while other 
high and steep hilis continue along the left hank of the Surkhab to within a 
short distance of Kundiiz. All these hills are the eastern rp of the great 
plateau described in Chaplor ILL. ‘Tt eral elevation of the Ghori plain is 
about 2,000 fect, so that, looking south from here, (he Mindi Kush, about 40 
miles distant, appears asa lofty wall towering above the intermediate hills. The 


and generally 
it escapes from 
nin, but it is not 
from Baghlin on 
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Surkhéb in this part of ifs course is [rom 20 lo 50 yarda wide in a deep bed 
hetween rocky banks. ‘The fords are impassable in summer, when the river is 
high, and there is only the one bridge at Pul-i-Khomvi. 





From Ghori two great roads lead northwards, Ihat to Taibak and Tarkis- 
an (toutes No, VILL and X, inabid cid Haglan 


(Route No. XL). There are also routes le: astward to Niacin from Kelagai. 








STRATEGICAL CONSIDERATIONS. 


‘fhe foregoing account of the district drained by the head waters of the 
Surkhaib will, it is hoped, clearly indicate how all the roules from Kabul to 
Turkistin meet cither in Bamidn or in the short space belween Dabau-i-Iskér 
aud Doshi. The Bamidn position, strategivally speaking, cannot be Lurned, as, 
even supposing the Doshi position is for nd the Hindi Kush passes fall into 
the possession of the enemy, a force in Bamidn can always (the season permit- 
ting) fall back ed the Irak or Haji Gak, whereas in winter, the Mindi Kush 
pisses heing impracticable, retreat could not be cut off on that flank, while at the 
same lime a retirement could almost always be made by the Shibar. Even in 
winter Bamitin is moro accessible from Ghorband and Kabul than it is from 
Maibak and Turkistén, Natural and topographical conditions therefore point 
to Bamisn as a strategical position of lirst-rate importance, whether for denying 
the mest direct route from Turkistin for assuming the offensive, or asa mere 
point of observation on the northern side of the great range. 














As regards the Doshi position, a turning movement from the cast by 
way of Narin is very unlikely owing to its circuitous and troublesome nature, 
and heeause it would fail to ent off retreat by cither the Kaoshén or the 
Chaliirdar, the passes on which the defenders would naturally most rely. On 
the other hand, it might he disregarded altogether by an enemy from the north, 
who could by marching west along the important lateral route known as the 
Dara Kaidn (Roule X1V-G) shift his attack lo tho Kaimard line. There is 
another drawback to the Doshi position. It could nct be held in winter 
becanso all retreat therefrom would he intezeepted till June, and consequently 
any force there would expose itself ta be overpowered ; while in summer a 
defender would probably be anticipated, and find the position already in 

jon of the enemy. On the whole, therefore, it would scem advisable Lo 
avoid this position exceptas one of observation, and to contine the defence of the 
Hinda Kush to its southern side--that is, to concentrate in Ghorband. - ‘This, 
together with the Bamign position to which Ghorband is linked by the easy 
Shibar pass, forms an admirable line of defence, extending along a froxt of 80 
miles from Btrj-i-Guljin to Bamiin. 

















This chapter may be filly closed by a tabular statement of the principal 
roules connected with it— 


Slages. Miles. 











Kall to Bamisn vid the Hafi Gak ... aa Ju 96 
” » Wik on 10 105 
” ” Shibar = oe 2 1374 
» — Dahan-i-Tekay cif the Chahdrdar 5 R 192 
» Doshi 7 Kavshén sb 2 1274 
vs ‘i i Khawak ae 7 185 
Bamidn to Unibak rid Kura Kolal ane ll 140 
a Doshi, Saighiin ae WO 1133 
Doshi to [laibak = ,, Ghori on wee 6 72 


Tift ronecs. 
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CHATITER JII. 


TIE BASINS OF THE BAND.1-AMfl AND TASUKURGIAN RIVERS. 


Koh-i-Babst and the plain of Turkistan lies a grevt platean ar 
Pre eee region which fills ia the space between the valle ot the 
Surkhab or Kunddz river on the cast and, the Balkh. Ab or Riid-i- 
to the west. ‘Ibis plateau terminates in the range which oyersh: 
‘Purkislin plain, and which at its western end is known as the Kob-i- Alb wa, a 
range whose peaks rise to 8,000 fe and which drops almost perpendicala 
1,000 feet, that being the ge seral elevation of the Yurkistin plain, ‘The abr pt 
nature of the northern scarp of this plateau is not only a remar able military 
feature, but distinctly indicates the northern limit of this plateaa, which may 
thorefore be said with some accuracy to be about 140 miles long feom north to 
south and 90 miles broad. ‘I'he gencral elevation of he plateau is from 10,000 
to 7,000 fect, and its surface, though diversified by high hills and deep valleys, 
may be characterized as undulating, Its appearance is barren ; nevertheless there 
is good grazing, and a certain amount of corn is grown. ‘The valleys are Tor the 
most part remarkably deep gashes. There ave three such valleys in the south-east 
portion of the plateau, namely, Bamidn, Saighdn, and Kamard. ‘These all run 
Trom west lo east, and unite to form the Surkhab river. ‘They have, therefore, 
voon described in Chapter If, which specially deals with the basin of that 
important stream. ‘The north-east side of the plateau is drained by the Tash. 
karghdn river, the central portion by the Dara Yiuistil, and the south and west 
by the Balkh-Ab, more commonly known as the Band-i-Am(r or Hand-i- Barbar 
river. It is the drainage area of these three rivers which aro dealt with in this 
chapter, 


















I may bogin by describing the hasin of the Tashkurghdn river. 


The ordinary Aafila road from Bamidn after leaving the valley of Kitmard 
ascends by a rough and steep approach to the Kara Kotal, where a grassy undu- 
lating plateau nearly 10,000 feet nhore the sen is reached. Descending from the 
Kara Kotal, the drainage of the Tashkurghan stream is entered at the village 
known as Doitb-i-Shih Pasand. The people here are ‘Mitars, akin to those of 
Dodh-i-Mekzari on the Surkhib, and the two places, though some distance apart, 
ave (ov were) under the same chief. The stream runs northward through a suc- 
cession of narrow defiles walled by high cliffs. In places these gorges are 
impassable, and the road has then to climb up to the plateau, where it is not 
always good. Again in places the defile opens out to a certain extent, and there 
are villages with dense masses of orchards filling the valley from side to side. 
From Dodb Shih Pasand_ (7,150’) there are roads leading right and left 
to Dahan and Dara Yds respectively. Wy the former route there is 
an alten from Kamard. All these routes are fair pack roads, ‘To 
Dahiin-i-Iskiv il is about £8 miles ; to Dara Yast, 72 miles." At Dodb-i-Shah 
Pasand the valley is about 700 yards wide. It is a cold, trecless place, but is the 
head-quarters of the district which extends down the valley to Rui. This district 
is said to contain aboul 1,500 families of Persian-speaking Tatars and 1,060 
funilies of Shekh Ali Haziras, which together give a population of ten or 
twelve thousand, Wheat and barley are the only crops, but practically there is 
very little surplus grain. Sheep, however, are numerous, and there is very good 
geozing, 

On the next march the road, leaving the river on the tight, crosses over a 
spur of the plateau to the Ambar and rejoins the stream at Rati, which is 
another small sub-distriot. contain me 200 families of Tabash Mazdras. 
Rai is well cultivated, bat supplies would he searee, and there are no trees, 
There js a good road from Rui to Dara Yusttlt whieh is practicable for catuels, 
Wut has the drawback of a deficient water supply. 

From Wii to Maibak 
for the first Tew miles 





















(3 marches) the road follows the river, execpt 
» where it crosses a part of the plateau on the right 
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bank, and is very rough. In this part (of its course numerous streams juin 
the Tashkurghén river from the lofty Koh-i Chongar on the right, but the 
plateau on the left is almost waterless. The main stream ‘is generally 
about 10 or 15 yards wide; itruns in a rocky hed, and is very swift and muddy. 
bul may be considered fordableas far down as Khuram, exeept in spring. Deyond 
Kharam one is rather dependent on the bridges. At Kluram the valley is 
about 500 yards wide, and ia entirely filled with orchards. The hills on ench 
side ore hardly accessible. Sar-i-Bigh below Khuram isa place of much the 
same nature. At Haibak the first important place ou Ute road is rearhed. 

Maibak (3,160’) —Is a pretty litle place at the south end of the beautiful 
and populous valley of that namo. It owes its importanee entirely to ita 
stralegic siluation at the confluence of all the best roads from Turkislin to 
Kabul, whether by Kara Katal ana Bu nori and the Hindi Kush 
pas ‘The valley of the Tashkurghdé. s about a mile wide, but 
Jower down it expinds toa width of sev. i her closely culti- 
vated, and is studded with villages surrounded by ovehards. The Haibak valles, 
being much cut up by wallsand canals, is nota good country lor the mounted 
arms lo operate in. ‘There is a small lozaar at [ails ul this is overlooked 
by the fort, which might be converted iato a fairly strong post for one battalion. 
‘There is a good camping ground at Kalir Kala, and also at. the place called 
Dasht-i-Mazir, when the crops ave off the ground. ‘The climate of Laibak 
is considered the best in Turkistin, and compared with that of Kabul it is more 
equible., There is a good deal of rain in sprivg, and spates occur in March 
and April. The harvest is at the end of June. Haibik district extends from 
a poiat about 10 miles above Ifaibak to Kush Bara. Above Uaibak the people 
are mostly Tajiks; below Uzbaks, ‘The total fied population of the district, 
including Sar-i-Bigh and Khuram, is estimated at 2,500 families, say 12,000 
souls, of which rather more than half are Uzpaks. ‘The nomad populatioa— 
Uzbak, {lazdra, and Arab—nunber perhaps another 4,000 souls. 

Wheat and barley are the principal crops. The total annual grain produce 
is estimated at 70,000 maunls, and, if this be correct, the district could feed 
about 3,500 troops and followers all the year ryuud from local resources; but the 
annual outlurn is dependent on the extent of the ravages made hy locusts, 

Light miles below ILaibak (he valley is divided Iongitudinally hy the Etam 
Koh. ‘The river flows on the western side, while the read goes to the right, or 
east of it, rejoining the river at the bridge of Hazrat Sullin, 6 miles further on. 
Here the Tashkurghin district is entered A few miles beyond the village the 
valley opens out iato the small plain of Ghazui-Gak, surrounded north-east and 
west by high, steep, rocky, bare, and inaccessible hills. ‘The exit from this is 
by a defile piercing the ouler range, w hich defile ends in a tremendous gorge, 
at the mouth of which is the town of Tashkurghiu and the plain country of 
‘Turkistan (cide Chapter IV). 

The youte above described is the ordinary kafila route from Kabul to 
Turkistan, and from time immemorial has been the great line of communication 
for six or seven months in each year. Lainay here nvte the distances by this 
route ;— 
























































Marches Miles. 

Kabul to Bamidn rid the Inik pass* 10 WC5 
Bamuin to Uaital a . W lao 
Haibak lo Tashkurghin ate Se 12 
‘Totat on a 234 


It may thereforo be said that troops going from Kabul to Turkistén would 
eecupy abouta month on the march. 1t may be noled that from the Maidin 
valley ta the Turkistan plain the only to:erably open country through which 
the road passes is the valley of La 

Dara Yisif-—The nest natural ich we are here concerned 


is the valley or basin of the Dara Yi dy remarked, drains the 
centra) portion of the plateau. ‘This: its southern end is known as the Walishéa 
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valley. The high range called the Koh-i-h Alkeammar te thesmalt of W lich is 

sundary beliveen the proviness of Kabul and ‘Tur istin as well as the 
Hho ban + he Dava Yastif. Phe read from Band-i-Amiv® over this range 
watershed ao : ~ ‘aol and had, butitinay be considered practicable for mules 
bay places very nat? Kal l cries). _Llowever, from Chashiua Sang Top (56 
(cide loute © Vil, Ka bu ) 

Crom Band-i-Amifr) it improves greatly and ib for all arms, for R con- 
siderable part of the way even for wheeled guns. Watishan is a ertile valley, 
about 2 miles wide asa tule, and bounded by steep lofty rilges. Forage is plen- 
tiful, but firewood scares. ‘The inhabitan save Dai Mirdkid Mazdras—tine ba 
some mien, looking nove Like Tehadns than Ma s. There are about 500 fam 
of them. Between Walishdn Yas the valley contracts, and the road 
passes through a narrow xorg ni, which at one place is 
only G yards wide. Ther s still prav tig able Por camels, but would have to he 
cleared Eor (he passage of guns, ‘The main valley of the Dara Yiistil extends 
from this faagi down to Debi, Chat is, for about 216 miles. Namerous valleys 
and ravines dvain into at, mostly from the south-west. and south ci st. 'T his 
part of the valley is very fertile, ‘The wheat produced in the district, mostly it 
woukl seem on the upland j ug the valley, is notorions both for quantity 
and qua A goad di is exported, Probably 14,000 British troops: in 
the usual proport ons mizht be fed here fora month on Ieeal supplics. Rice 
algo ix cu ed in the main vailey, and orchards of niulberry and apri 
sare es) uous, Forage for horses and mules is abundant ; also 
Sheep in grest numbers are procurable. ‘The population of the Dara 
fand its subsidiary valleys, inerading is estimated at 6.650 
vr ever 30,UL0 sews. Of these, 4,500 Samilies are Haziras, 1, 00 
Turks, and 492 Gzbiks. A few miles below Dehi the main stream is entered 
ya ravine know the Kushk Daya, which in the flood season 
noel for the d everal large ravines. Upone of these is the 
rante to Litt ty mentioned, while up another is that by Shisha Walang to 
the Kara Kotal and Kanvud cerde Routes XLV-L and XLV-F, Kabul series), 
This is an important route, and mach used. Below Dehi the valley contracts, 
and the rou lscomes more dilicu't. There isa route right down the bed of 
tie stream th ‘ow chiT-bound defites, hut this could only be used when 
the river is low; the better irs on the heights above the right bank. 
‘lwenty-t1 Lelow Del hes Kishindi-Ia'é. and from here to its 
junction with the Band-i-Amir tho valley is known by the name of Kishindi. 
The Kishindi district, belongs to Mazir-i-Sharil; inhabitants are mostly 
Kibeh ‘The routes through Kishindi are, however, of minor importance, as 
n hefile route from Lara Visi! to Mazir goes approximately due rorth, 
nto the pe ly tle Shadian Tangi. Jt may be useful to note here 
ng distances :— 
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Miles. 
Bind i to Da wud 
Damian Dara aan 
Daya Yas if ta Hain oe «48 
Daa y to MavareieSburit : a4 





The main importance of the Dara Yiisttl is not so mach as a line of coms 
munications but as a soaree of supply for troops operating in the bills between 
itand the Llaghda Nahe. 

We may now turn fo the basin of the river varionsly known as the Band-i- 
Auntie or Band-i- Barbar or Ba The source of (his river is in the curious 
series of la ‘alled Band-i-Amir on (he north side of the Koh-i-Baba in the 
Wsitiet knownas Yak Wa From the lakes (o Sulfj the deep valley of the 
river, thoagh generally speaking move than 8,000 feet above the sea, is fairly 
populated lovably fertile. It then enters a serivs ol gorges bounded by 
enormous clills, while the river becomes deep, swilt, and untordable. The 
roid down the val cy is quite impractieable for ba wag mals, Lhus preclud- 

the use of this line for mil ALY operat The only importance there- 
fore of the Yak Walang distri-( is that it is (raversed from east to west by 
the road between Bamian and Doolatysir, and alao from north to south by the 
Toute which, starting from Ghazi, er the Ifaztivajit, and comes over the 

by a lofty pass te Jana mir, ‘Ihenee it is continued by the 










































@ tthe Yak Watang aninict, Hana widl-knunis cisat tia he souncs of the I 





Amir (Balkh) river. 
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road above described to Dara Yusuf and Tashkurehdn (ide 

XVII, XX, Kabul series). Practically June to sna is abate a 
during which use could he made of these routes by troops. ‘the tolal po ibe 
tion of Lhe Yak Walang district is estimated at 3,000 families of Unzira, ‘A 
considerable amount of wheat and barley is grown, and if necessary 9 000 
mounds of wheat and 6,000 of barley could ‘be collected. Yak Walang is aubsi- 
diary to Bamidn. After leaving Yak Walang (he river flows through the 
district known ag Balkh-Ab, which is part of ‘Turkistin, ‘iia district 

which extends from Sulij to Tunj, is a hilly and diffienlt tract, but never 
theless it is fairly fertile, and a week’s supplies for a Mritish Indian division 
might perhaps be obtained from it, and could be transported on pack bullocks 
to Walishén if necessary. Grass and firewood are said to be abundant, and the 
large number of nomad Arabs who pasture their Aocks in the district support 
this statement. The settled population consist of about 1,500 families, mostly 
Hazfras. It must be distinctly recollected that there is no qililary route 
down the valley of the Band.i-Ainir. Below Balkh-Ab the river enters Tunj a 
aub-district. of Mazir-i if. his is principally a grazing district, and the 
people, who are mostly ks, own large flocks. ‘The population is reckoned 
at 900 families. Below Tunj comes another sub-district of Mazir-i-Sharif, 

namely, Ak Kupruk, which supports, including nomads, about 1,000 Tabak 
families. A small amount of supplies could he eallected here, and could be made 
available any where down the river, From Ak Kupruk downwards to the 
Mazhda Nahr a road practicable for troops follows the river. There are also 
roads leading right and left to Dara Yuistif and Sang Chiirak respectively, but 
these lateral roads are not likely lo be of much use lo any one, cxeept in so 
far as they facilitate the collection of supplies. The road from Ak Kupruk 
is a good camel road, and from Ak Kupruk itself (alt. 2,345°) to Mazdr-i Sharif 
it is only about 50 miles. The road Jics on the right bank of the river. ‘he 
high hills and deep gorges are now Jeft behind, and the country becames_ more 
open, the hills ave smooth and of a grassy down-like character, traversable in 
almost any direction by infantry or cavalry. Seven anda half miles below 
Ak Kuprak the river from Dara YusiiCand Kishindi joins in. It is in auturan a 
shallow stream, 20 yards wide, but flowing, as it does in a deep gorge, is probably 
a formidable torrent in spring and summer. ‘I'hrce miles lower down the road 
from Dara Yusuf (Route XVII B, Kabul series) comes in, so that from here 
onwarde the valley of the Band-i-Amit becomes a feature of strategical im- 
portance. 

After passing the Uzbak village of Kizilkand, the hills become a litte 
more difficult, being steep and rocky near the bottom. ‘he river, it may be 
observed, even in autumn is 50 to 70 y wide and unfordable, so that prac- 
tically the road lies ina defile. At Buinalidira this defile opens out to a width 
of about 2 miles, which width is maintained for a dozen miles to tbe Chashma 
Shafin Tangi, The hills also again became low and casy, so (hal the ground 
hereabouts is suitable for the concentration of troops, ‘This part of the valley, 
known as the Paikam Dara, is the Buinakiira sub-district of M Sharif. Lt 
contains a settled population of about 400 families, mostly Uzbaks, but is also 
much frequented by nomad Arabs. ‘here is a fair amount of cultivation, and 
it is calculated that the district could feed a native hattalion for oue week. 
The Afghans evidently consider this a very probable line for military opera- 
tions, as in the winter of 1885-86 {hey formed a large depit of supplies here 
in case a Russian invasion of 'Turkistin should compel (he Alghin troops to 
retire into the hills, 

Oceasional villages dot the valley all the way to the Tangi Shafin. At 
Jangali a good lateral road from the cast comes in, by which the Dara Yusif- 
Shadidn road ean be reached, while ou the left bank of the river, opposite 
Paikéim Dara, there isa valley, up which is the direct road from Mazir to 
Song Chirak and Sar-i-Puil. About 3 miles below the village of Paikdm Dara 
is the Tangi Shafaén gorge, through which the river escapes to the plain of 
Turkistén. ‘Phe high end of the Alburz vange is on the left, while on the right 
is a small vocky conical hit connected wilh the moia range by a broken 
ridge easily accessible to infantry. ‘The gorgo lies north and south, and is 
from 100 to 60 yards wide. The road is about 6 feet wide and good, with cliffs 
on the right and the rapid river below it on the left. ‘The defile is about a mile 
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- 7 fore reaching iho narthern exit of the defile 
am length. A fee se whieh leads to the Balkh rond. The riverig 
see Oca lnwhle ; it is rapid and rocky, and is unfordable all the way Lo 
here sama Dakri, 7h miles below. With this defile the hill country may 
boca to end, and the river enters the Turkislin plain, where itis soon splitup 
aud absorbed by numcrous cavals. 

It will be seen from (he foregoing that the drainage of the plateau for the 
most part reaches the plains by two important outlets, the Tashkurghin gorge 
and the ‘tangi Shafén, through which defiles Jead, the most important 
roads leading nortliwards into Turkist:in ; but as, besides these two great portals, 
there are others giving access fo the plains, it is necessary to describe the cha- 
racter of the hill range bounding the plain between these defiles. 

As already observed, this range rises very abruptly from the plains (1,000) 
to a ridge whose peaksarvall over 6,000 feet above the sea, and one of which, the 
Shingak. rises to 7,030 feet. ‘These hills are limestone rocks, the upper half being 
sheer clilf. On the south side of the range is the high bare upland country of 
the great plateau, above which the range does not rise lo any great height. Be- 
tiveen the gashes formed by the ‘Taahkurghin and Bond-i-Amir rivers there are 
two gorges, up which are roads to Malmul aud Shddidn, and which give access to 
the plateau. West of the Shidiin Tangi the hills are much lower, but prac- 
tienlly the range offers a perfectly defined escarp penetrable only ut the points 
mentioned. 

The road up the Malmul Tangi is practicuble for camels, but not for 
wheeled artillery. From Maz4r to the mouth of the gorge it is 13 miles, and the 
road, though stony, iseasy. ‘The gorge is from 15 to 30 yards wide, and the 
the clifls on both sides are high and inaccessible. From the gorge to the 
village of Malmul (4.500’) it is 6 miles, and the road, which is often rocky and 
scends 2,174 feet in the distance. From Madlmul there are practicable 
roads to Haibak (61 miles) o/é@ Pir-i-Nakhch{r and to Shddidn (16 miles) 
(vide Route XIVL, Kabul series). 

From Mazar towards the Shédin Tangi the road is open and easy for 7 miles. 
It then enters the Shidiin defile, which soon becomes a gorge, 20 to 40 yards 
wide, the sides of which ore rugged cliffs of great height ; but the road is prac- 
licable for all arms, The gorge ollers a position that could be defended by a 
small foree against great odds, and one that could not be casily turned. At 9 
miles the gorge ngain becomes a defile some 6O yards wide, with high but 
accessible hills on the left (proper right). Shortly afterwards the road divides, 
one branch goes up to Shaidiin (5,700') ; the other is the Dara Yasdf road (vide 
Route No. XVII, Kabul series). 

It is, of course, impossible lo forecast the nature of military operations 
dependent on unknown conditions, but the wonderfully defensible nature of 
the range overlooking Turkistdn renders it permissible to assume that if an 
invader were in occupation of the plain country and the defender were ina 

silion to contest the hills at all, that his first line of resistance would 

e this range, Up the Tashkurghén defile lies the best road to Kabul, 
and therefore naturally the main force would be based on Haibak to contest 
that line of advance ; but as the Malmul and Shtdidin Tangis both afford facilities 
for a tuning movement, it would be necessary to place detachments ou both 
these lines Lo retard und oppose such movements. Nor could the Paikém Dara 
(Band-i-Amir defile) position he neglected, as otherwise an enterprising enemy 
might threaten the defenders’ communications by the line of the Dara Yusuf.” 
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CHAPTER Iv. 


TIE TUNKISTAN PLAIN. 


The plain of Afgh4u Turkistin is a clearl i . 

ing from the foot of the mountains te the Ox ane aati a oe 
sandy desert west ol Andkhoi. The tr: from hill lo plain is wollen rhe, 
andevenabrupt; and the fact. that this range of hills presents to the martha hte ; . 
and rugged barrier, sceessible only ata few distinet points, gives to the iniveitien 
tion of the subject considerable mililary importance. ‘The length of the ign 
as defined above may be taken at 290 miles, while the breadth varies tron 20 
miles at the mouth of the Kundtiz river (o boat 50° miles on the line Kilit. 
Akchd-Shibarghin. Ct mast be remembered thata certaiz, portion of this plain 
cast of a line drawn from the mouth of the Kuntz river to: Khairabid coin 

within the political boundaries of Badakhshin; but the whole castern part. of the 
plain is uninhabited, save by people of } “al tribes, and few of these rainata in 
itall the year round. All along the Oxus is a narrow cultivable strip but only 
that part below Kilifcan be said to be fairly populatel. (Foran count of this 
riverain track reference is invited to Chapter ¥.) South of this str Sf 
aundy desert 10 to 20 miles across, [y places this desert stretches 
the hills, dividing the inhabited portions of the plain intod ; 
is the barren tract between the Aksavai or Kunddz river and Tashkurghdn; 
again that between Tashkurghan and Muzir-i-Slvuif; then there is the division 
between Shibarghin and the valley of the Andkhoi river, where there is a wide 
sandy undulating desert to he crossed. ‘fhes» sandy tracts form valuable grazing 
grounds [or sheep and camels, and at certain seasons are full of semi omad 
people with their flocks. The best part of this whole plain of Turkistdn is 
undoubtedly the Hazhda Nahr, or country of the 18 ennals, which is more 
particularly deserihed below. Finally, we have the long clearly delined esearp of 
the mountains which bounds tlie plain on the south, and stretches in one almost 
unbroken line Irom the Koh-i-Alburz, south of Akeha, to the Kunduz river. 
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Four streams descending from the bills water the fertile portions of the 
plain. These are the rivers of Tashkurehiin, the Rid-i-Band-i-Amir or Balkh- 
Ab, the river of Sar-i-Pul, which flows in two streams to Shibarghan, and the 
Ab-i-Maimana or Andkhoi river. one of these reach the Oxus, as their 
waters ave either used up in irrigation or are absorbed by the sands of the 
desert. The most important is the Band-i-Amir, which, where it leaves the hills, 
is unfor even in the driest season, Very soon alter entering the plains 
this river is carried off into 18 canals, the trael. irrigated by which is known as 
the Hazhda Nahr, and which miy conveuiently be here described. 




















Tlaznpa Naun, 


This tract is the heart and body of Turkistin. tis about 100 miles in 
length from east (o west and about 25 in breadth, ‘The cultivable arca may be 
estimated at about 1,500 square miles, ov nearly a million acres, almost the whole 
of whieh is good, well watered land, capable of bearing almost auy crop. ‘the 
total population is estimated al 15,000 families, say 70,000 souls, but it might 
well support four or five times that number, Near the centre of this plain 
stands the ruined and deserted city of Balkh (q.v.), while at its eastern and 
western ends respectively are Mazdv-i-Sharif and Akcha (g.0.), the former of 
which is the capital town. ‘Lhe Vazhda Nahr, like other fartile portions 
of the ‘Lurkistan plain, is studded in villages surrounded by orchards, 
‘The canal system is in good order, and is capable of fertilizing a much 
larger amount of land than is at present under cultivation ; and the ourtura of 
wheat and barley could be doubled in almost any year ifa market for the pro- 
duce were assured. Besides wheat and Inrley. considerable quantities of rice and 
maize are raised. Grain being cheap and abundant, but not exportable, the 
people depend ely on sericulture for their protils, while tobacco, cotton, and 
fruit are also cultivated. Shcep ara numerous, and some 10,000 camels, fit to 
carry loads, might be collected in the plain of Afghan Turkistén, A useful class 
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of yabus is bred in the country, and thero ara Government horse-breedin, 

establishments at Balkh and Akeha. Altogether it may be inferred that there 
would be no difficulty in maintaining a large foree in the Hazhda Nabr 
Colonel Maitland is of opinion that two army corps, say 50,000 fighting men, 
wight be so supported after the first year, ; 








The climate is hot ju summer, though not so hot as that of India, and mala- 
rial fever is very prevalent Crom June to September, ‘Lhe barley harvest in tho 
plains commences at the end of May; the wheat harvest a fortnight or three 
weeks later, ‘The autumn crops, principally vice and Indian-cvrn, are gathered 
in November. ‘The winter is cold, with frequent falls of snow ; but usually the 
snow dors not lie deep. Spring isa very rainy season. The rivers are then 
in flood and the canals all full, while the country is often a sea of mud for 
weeks ata time. Snow sometimes falls as late as the beginning of Apvil. 
‘The autumn is generally fine. 


With regard to the inhabitants of the Ilazhda Nahr, the Uzbaks are of 
course the most numerous, amounting to about half of the whole. These, with 
the Turkomans, Arabs, and IHazdras, make up about four-fifths of the total pepula- 
tiou, all of whom may be considered as morc or less inimical to Afghan rule, and in 
favour of Russian annexation. At the same time it may be observed that the 
people are quiet and orderly, and therefore not likely to rebel without external 
pressure. ‘The proportions of different races were estimated in 1880 as under :— 








Families. 

Uzbeks bea ae aie see Ln 7,500 
Alghéns : s+ 8,000 
Turkomans (Arsaris ron cag 2,200 
Arabs. ee a a oe had 1,500 
‘Tajiks he cs 4s Ss se 650 
Hazéras 20 se aes . ue 130 
Jews, Hindus, &c. wee ie os ? 
Totau as 15,000 





There is a steady influx of Ghilzai Afghans now going on, which is encour- 
aged by the Amir, so that it is quite possible that in course of time that class 
may form a majority of the inhabitants—a result which will modify the political 
situation. ‘Che present dearth of population is accounted for to a great extent by 
the very severe famine and cholera epidemic of 1871-72. ‘I'he Turkomans, it 
may here be observed, live almost. entirely along the northern fringe of the 
Hazhda Nahr, he Arabsare semi-enomacic. Nesides of the Hazhda Nahr 
towns, ‘Tashkurghan, Shibarghdn, and Andkhoi all belong to the plain country. 
‘They are described separately below, as also the towns of the Hazhda Nahr. 





TASHKUNGHAN, 


The district and town of Tashkurghin are the most casterly of the terri-+ 
tories under the Governor of Alghin ‘Turkistéin. The district comprises 
(1) the city and the plain country around it; (2) the two small sub-districts 
of Ghaznigak and Pirnakchir in the hills north of Haibak ; (3) the small 
riverain settlement of Kalddry on the Oxus, containing about GO Uzbak 
Inmilies. In 1886 the population of the district was estimated as follows :— 








Families, 
Ghaznigak and its bimlele... ae we 0,250 
Pirnakchir » oe fe we 430 
Tashkurghéo and villages ... aed w. 4900 
Total, say ws 8,000 oF 28,000 souls. 


Of these the most numerous are the Tajiks and Uzbaks ; then come the nomad 
Arnbs ; and last of all Hazéras and Afghdns, 
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The grain production of Tashkurghdn is small, 
excellent land, bul not enough water to cullivate it, 
plentitul, and there ar 


‘Mere 7s abundance of 
1 rge numbers of sheep in the dae And veuttalies bd 
Afghan olfcialy (158. a foree of 12,000 Kabuli troops could be Ted vee 
one month on supplies readily procurable; this would be equivalent to about 
mixed Indian brigade of all arms. This estimate is based on the fact (hat 
about 750 maunds of wheat and barley and 500 sheep are brought to market 
twice a week ; but it inust be remembered that part of the grain comes from 
the Hazhda Nahr as well as from Kolb and other trans-Oxus districts, a0 
that if would not be safe to reckon on these amounts. About 12,000 camels 


might be obtained in. the district for trausport. purposes, 





















; North of ‘Tashkurghin, hetween the cultivation and the Oxus, 25 
miles distant, there isa wide belt of sandy desert, while on the south the 
Tashkurghin plain is hounded by precipitous hills rising almost perpendicular. 
ly for several thousand feet and forming a perfect barrier, accessible only ata 
few well marked points. ‘I'he plain of ‘Tashlurghan is as fertile as any part of 
Turkistin, but itis somewhat short of water. ‘The gencrul elevation of the 
Plain is about 1,400 feet. 


‘The town of Tashkurghdn is the largest and richest in the province, and 
is the principal ¢rade mart between Central asia and Kabul. 


It is practically an unwalled town, though it possesses an ark or citadel. 
It consists of a mass of orchards and enclosures wilh high mud walls covering 
® great extent of ground. The streets, or rather lanes, bordered by these high 
blank mud walls are only 10 or 12 feet wide, but are fairly straight, intersect- 
ing each other at right angles, and troop: dd guns could move through the 
town in almost any direction. There are six gates by which only the town 
ean he entered, though it must be understood that the intervening walls are 
merely orchard walls, and not Jines of defence. The bazar contains 300 or 
400 shops, and there are many Hindu merchants. ‘This bazar is a_ fine covered 
one of picturesque aspect. The houses of Yashkurghén are mosi)y domed, 
though wood for rafters is fairly plentiful, there being many chinara and pop- 
lars as well as fruit trees, ‘here are no wells in Tashkurghan, and drinking 
water is obtained trom the river through covered conduits, which take otf 
above the town. 











The citadel is of Jarge extent, and would require @ cousiderable garrison 
for its defence. The walla are weak against artill 3 there is no ditch and 
litule flunk defence, and a great deal of the interior <pored to view, so that 
altogether the place cannot be considered tenable against a civilized foe. In 
1686 there was no garrisou in Tashkurghdn except kAasadare for police duties, 
but there isa chaoné said to be capable of quartering a battalion, a battery, 
and a cavalry regiment of Afghan troops. 














The climate is hat in summer, but it is said to be not unhealthy. The 
rainy season is in spring, 


There is no doubs that (hep 





sition of ‘Tashkurghin is most important 
from a strategical pomt of view closes the defile through which Ties the 
main road to Kabul. Besides the roads to Kabul, Khdoibdd, and Mazde-i- 
Sharif, there are those to the Oxus at Khist ‘Lapa, Katdar, and Pata Kesar, the 
first named being the main line of communication with Kabadiau, while the last 
is on the road to Shixibdd. 











MazSn-reSuarte. 


Thia Lown is now the capital and commercial contre of Afghdn Turkistan. 
It bas also of late taken the place of Takht-i-Piil as the principal garrison 
town in these parts. The old portion of the town, consisting of the Mosalla 
buildings and a straggling bazar, is more or legs surrounded by a thin ruinous 
wall quite indefensible. Around this is a dense mass of inbabited orchards and 
gardens which practically forms the new town. The Bila Hissar is completely 
hidden by orchards and has no military value. It contains the arsenal and 
barracks for two Afghan battalions. There is also a chuoni in the town, and 
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year's supplies for 7,000 Afghén troops are said to be kept in stock. ‘The 
poor ono, but by drawing on the whole Hazhda Nahr a large amount 
of supplies might be collected, probably cnough.to feed a British division fox 
one month. 


Colonel Maitland’s tables of population give a total of 1,805 resident fami- 
lies for the town with its suburbs together. This docs not inelude the Hoating 
population, so the tolal may be about 10,000 souls. The inhabitants are mostly 
Uzbaks and Pathans. The town is entirely dependent for water on the Shihi 
enntl, ‘The arsenal in 21886 employed about 700 workmen, and turned 
out nearly everything required for the Turkistin army—smooth-bore artillery, 
gun carriages, muzzle-loading rifles, swords and bayonets, It also made 
ammunition for brecch-loaders, 





‘The town stands at au elevation of about 1,200 feet. In summer the heat is 
oppressive, and altogether it would not be a desirable place in which to quarter 
troops. 


Mazar, besides heing the capital of the province, is the hend-quarters of an 
administrative division, consisting of (1) the plain country. near the lown 
watered by four canals from the Band-i-Amir river, viz., the Nahr-i-Shahi, 
Noahr-i-Kudar, Nabr-i-Mushiak, and Nahr-i-Siahgird ; (2) the district of Shor 
‘Tapa on the Oxus; (3) the Chahdrkind-i-Mazir-i-Sharif in the hills imme- 
diately south of the town; (4) the small sub-districts of Buinakdra, Kishindi, 
ak Kupruk, and 'Tunj on the Band-i-Amir. 


TARM-I-Pun. 


This is the cantonment of Maedr-i-Sharif, from which it is distant about 
5.or 6 miles. It covers about o square mile of ground, and is surrounded by a 
loopholed wall about 20 high with towers at regular intervals. ‘he ditch is in- 
significant, but the counlerscarp is provided with a wall for musketry defence. 
The corner towers have embrasures for guns, and on the north face there is a 
large projecting outwork which covers the gate on that side. The north and 
west faces command fairly open country : but on the cast. face towards Mazir-i- 
Sharif is a long line of orchords parallel with the wall, a substantial eerai, and 
a large walled garden, which in case of an attack would have to be destroyed or 
included in the defences. The garrison in 1686 consisted of two battalions, 
four bairaks (companies) of khasadars (military police), and 8 guns; but the 
place is intended to accommodate 10° battalions, 6 regiments of cavalry, and 5- 
batterics (Afghéns). It might hold a Brilish-Indian division if half the men 
were undercanvas. Takht-i-Pul, like Sherpur, might be held indefinitely against 
an uncivilized enemy, bul could not offer prolonged resistance to good troops 
with artillery, although i¢ might be made fairly secure against a coup de main. 





BALK. 


Tho ancientand reaowned city of Balkh no longer exists except as a ruin and 
a. memory. Balkh has practically ceased to exist sinee Nadir Shah captured the 
citya century ago. Its ruin was completed by the Amir of Bokhira about a. v. 
1840. The city lics ina fat plain, which extends to the Koh-i-Alburz, 12 miles 
to thesouth. his plain is watered by a number of canals which lake off from 
the right bank of the Rud-i-Band-i-Amir (Balkh-Ab). ‘These canals are lined 
at intervals with villages, which have asa rule many orchards; but the trees are 
confined to the villages, and the plain is unbroken, except by numerous lofty 
mounds, which apparently mark the sites of ancient forts and citadels. 


Balkh covers about 3 square miles of ground, and is surrounded by a 
ruined wall obout 20 fect high. ‘Ihe interior, especially the southern half, is 
mostly a mass of ruins, orchards and cullivated enclosures mingled together. 
The present town consists of a mean bazar in the centre, with a few hundred 
inhabitants, mostly Tajiks and Uzbaks. ‘The old Bala Hissar is surrounded 
hy a deep and narrow ditch, but the walls have been. almost completely 
demolished. 
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Balkh haga bad reputati 
ag a by palation for heat. a ver, and j 
i: al. andl fever, and jaa place lo be avoid- 


Awens. 


‘Lhe town of Akehi, together wi iva r 

by the four canals known ore a 1, eee oaeiat ge ee 
cunals, forms a sub-distri tof the H. (keh it AI is ; =i Saillyur 
of ahout 2 miles in cireumference with a lofty citadel. The defen autem 
good repair in 1886, but the place has no milifary. str nth. ‘Lhe interior at 
the town is almost devoid of inhabitants, the population living in the ighbows 
ing biighat, The Lown probably does not contain wore than afew hunt 
inhabitants, and tho total population of the sub-district is only avout 2 ovo 
families, say 22,000 souls, The district’ ia a rich one. Rice,” barley wheat, 
cotlon, &e., are while sheep and camels are numerous. ‘TItis Uhought to 
be unbealthy, malarial fevers being very prevalent in autumn. — Th e- 
inhabitants mostly Turkomans and Uzbaks. Except for being al the sane 
tion of several roads, Akchd has no military importance. Thers "are reed beds 
and swampy ground in the immediate neighbouchood of the towa, which 
would be ditlieult to cross in spring. ss 





















Surpancudn. 


The district of Shibarghiin is watered by two branches of Lhe Sar-i-Pal 
stream knowa vespectively as the Daria Saféd and the Daria Siah. Most of 
the villages ure in the banks of these two streams. The total population was 
estimated in 1886 at about 3,000 families, of which about half were Uzbaks 
The 'Turkomans numbered about 900 families. ‘The town of Shibarchan isa 
dilapidated place with a ruined wall. ‘Lhe ditch is still, however, a formidable 
obstacle, The citadel, raised high on a mound, is of considerable size, but of 
no real strength. The whole populstion, excluding that of the suburbs, is probably 
under 4.000, mostly Uzbaks. son in 1326 was only nbout 400 men. 
The supplies available in the district may be estimated at about one-tifth of 
the total procurable in the Hazhda Nahr. Shibarghn is situated on one of 
the main roads from [erit to Mazarri-Sharif, and therein lies its only importance, 
as in the case of a movement between those two places, a depat of supplics 
would doubtless be formed at Shibarghdn, to which Sar-i-Pil and Sang Chirak 
would contribute. ft is four long caravan marches from Shibarghdn to Mazir, 















ANDKHOI. 


Isa decayed and dilapidated town with a lofty citadel in fairly good 
repair (1886). Itis the capital of a small and poorly inhabited district. 
Miere is a considerable extent of fertile land round the town, but not enough 
water. ‘The people dwell mostly in the bdghdé or orchard land surrounding 
the city. Desides the city and its ddghdt, there are only two detached villages 
in tho district, the total population of which is probably about 12,006 souls, of 
whom about half are Uz aks the remainder Turkomans and Arabs. ‘Che area 
of cultivable land is abont 80 square miles watered hy the Andkboi river, which 
comes from Maimana. On entering the district this river is split up into 
canals, Wheat, barley, cotton, jowar, and fruit ave the principal producls 
of the district,. The surplus food-grains may be estimated at 10,000 maunds 
per anoum, whioh would feed an Indian division for 9 or 10 days only. Sheep - 
are numerous. ‘The elimate is fairly healthy, but in summer the want of good 
water is much felt; thatin the wells is unwholesome, and produces guinea-worm 
in those who drink it. ‘The direct road from Karki to Maimana runs through 


Andkhoi. 


The foregoing geographical deseription of the Turkistén plain elears the 
ground for drawing certain military deductions (herefrom. ta tue first place, 
it is evident that Turkistin (Afghdn) offers a far better base of operations for 
an army than was formerly supposed, as it is quile capable of supporiing a 
‘or a considerable period in most of (he necessaries of life. Water, 


lurge force f c : 
fuel, forage, grain, and meat may at all events be relied on. Secondly, it olfere 
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an easily atiainable objective within ready reach of a Russian army. ‘The 
inhnbitants as a rule would welcome the invadors. The distances to be tr 
aro small and present no serious difficulties, and no formidable opposition is to 
Ve experted. With reference to this, it may be observed that from the Russian 
frontier at. Dasiga it is only about. 210 miles to Maar, while the distance from 
the Kilif and Pata Kesar ferr is only 75 and 36 miles respectively. 
Supposing o line of railway constructed in _Deace time from Chaharjui to 
Bosaga, there is no reason why a Russian division should not be in Mazér 
within 10 days of a declaration of war. On the other hand, Mazdr is at. Jenst 
290 miles from Kébul, and separated from it by a difficult mountain region, 
which in winter is impassable. In three or four months from the commence- 
ment of the first advance the rail might be pushed on to Maztv itself if proper 
arrangements had been previously made, and then no further difficulties in 
maintaining a large army in Afghdn ‘Yurkistin need be apprehended by the 
Rasians. ‘Thus we see that for the Russions the 'furkistén plain offers, first, 
an easily allained objective; and, secondly, an excellent base for the invasion of 
Afghanistan. On the other hand, a British force, even supposing it could anti- 
cipate its opponents, would find itself in a false position in Turkistan, unless it 
possessed an undoubted superiority, enabling it to take the offensive. Its | 
of communications would be long. difficult, and precarious, while the nature of 
the ‘Turkistén plain alfers every advantage to the great numerical superiority 
which the enemy would presumably be able to dispose of. 





















Tt must not, however, be supposed from this that Turkistin is not worth 
fighting for, or that it presents no good tactical positions in which a battle 
might be delivered even hy a numerically inferior foree. Under certain condi- 
tions we might be enabled to assume the offensive, and it might then become 
desirable to expel the invader from Turkistan, in which case the nature of 
the country for the purposes of a decisive battle deserves attention, Speaking 
of tactienl positions, Major Peacocke says :— 












There certainly isa a or well neeentuated 





total absence of any strongly marked 



















ground ; bul this is not a necessary essential fora position. ‘There are many sufficient]y well 
inarked swells in the plain, aad the seattered villages with their clumps of trent, tke nme- 
rouge rain mounds, the spoil banks, the odd patehes of inundation 






mureb, snd tke ete 
t possible to 
nyt io alnest any 
chain of strong points ab intervals rather t 
clement of strength in a position, 72., a clear open 

* * jains ae 





Such a postion weull consist of 
ons line, nnd would possess Lhe mai 
win front and on the flanks, 




















These pl grand country Lar cavalry aod wheeled (rans: 

port. 
As regards Uhe season for military aperations, the floods and rains of spring 
preclude the movement of large bodies of troops before the end of April or 





beginning of May, and this latter month is probably the one which would, putting 
all political considerations aside, be selected by an invader from the north. 
Grass and green crops would then be plentiful, water abundant, and the weather 
still cool, so that the narrow desert strip between the Oxus and the Mazhda 
Nahr could be crossed with ecamparative comlort, which would not be the case 
a month Jaler. 
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CITAPTER V. 


THE LOWER OXUS AND THE RIV! 
TURKISTAN, 





N DISTRICTS OF AFGHAN 





‘ The Deus Or Ama Daria may be said to ¢ 
the junction of the Kunddz river. From this poi DSW. 
Afghan frontier below Khamis it eos oe " ee pee 
Afghdnistin. In this part of its course the Oxus is a Tne Meet BoktiAts nad 
resembling the Indus or the Jhelum, and generally spe: king Wy min Wisdaand 
ards to n'mile in width, ‘The wi : ¥ speaking from a thousand 
yards ( in wid he winter volume of water may be estimated at 
two-thirds to three-fourths of the summer. In most places there is nt least, 
25 feet of water in the main channel from May fo August, The averago current 
in flood is ahout 4 miles: an hour, but it varies in places from 24 to 5 miles. 
The left ov Afghdn bank is low and flat, and, except in the Kluwaja Salir 
district, is generally speaking. a reedy swamp near the river, with a helt. of 
jungle between the swamp and the edge of the elevated sandy desert which 
runs along the whole northern front of Afghdn ‘Tuekistén. ‘The right or 
Bokharin bank is higher, drier, more fertile, and better Populated. The ouly 
tributaries of any importance below the Kunddz river are the Kalirnihang 
and Surkhadn, both from the north. . 
_ There aro roads ulong both banks of the Osus, Of that on the right 
bank wo know little, but it is said to be a very good road, with good communi- 
cation leading to Shirabid, Kabddian, Kurglin Tapa, and Kolab. On the 
Afghin side the road is not very good. It keeps as much as possible between, 
the low jungly ground and the foot of the sand-hills, ‘he soil here is sott 
as a rulg, and the marching would be very hard on artillery horses or wheeled 
vehicles of any kind. If time allowed, the worst places mizht be improved by 
laying down brushwood, which is always abundant, Tn two places the sand- 
hills come down to the river, céz., betacen Chob-hash and Tash Guzar, and 
again above Kalddr, and add greatly to the difficulties of the route. In spite 
of the proximity of the river, good water is seldom available, as the interven- 
ing reed swamps make it impossible to get at the river itsclE. 


From the mouth of the Kundtz river to Kaldar there are no inhabitants. 
Fifty miles lower down at Chob-bash the Shor Tapa district begins, and extends 
ns far as Kilif, bul cultivation is intermittent and population scanty. From 
just above Kilif cultivation is continnous. As regirds supplies, a force 
operating along the Oxus above Kilif would be entirely dependent on Mazér-i- 
Sharif ond Tashkurghan, unless the Bokhdran side could be indented on, Fire- 
wood is, however, abundant everywhere, and grass might he procurable in 
spring. 

As regards the climate of the riverain tracts, {he heat, though considersble 
in summer, is not to be compared with that of India, while the winter is not 
usually very severe, though the Oxus bas been known to be frozen over 
Fever is almost unknown in the settled tracts, though donhtless the fens are 
unhealthy. Tho flood season lasts for about five months from April to 
September. 

Tho population of the riverain tracts is limited, and consists almost 
entirely of Turkomane, not freebooters like those of Mery and Askdbdd, 
but a fine, manly, industrious race of peaceful peasants. On tha Afghin side 
their sctllements extend from tho Russian frontier Bosiiga (o Pala Kesar, 
ahove which there is only ono small colony at Kaldir, Administratively tho 
riverain country is divided into three districts—Khwaj Sakir, Shor ‘Tapa, and 
Kaldir—ench of which is described separately below. ‘the total population is 
estimated by Colonel Maitland at 3 ,560 families, or Jess than 20,000 persons. 
here is no ycason why population, together with cultivation, should not he 
considerably inereased, as the whole river front, now eovered with padah and 
tamarisk jungle, has once been cultivated, and mizht be made as Tertile anil 
prosperous as Khamidb or the Bokhiran districts. Below Khamiib, all through 
Bokharan territory, the river banks aro more or less cultivated. 


paler Afghan Turkistin just below 
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Kiuwaga Satan. 





in di 














This is the principal of the Afghan 4 icts. It is considered a 
sub-district of Akeha. Tt extends for about 35 miles along the river, the 
breadth of the cullivated strip being from half a mile to 5 mile At 4$ miles 











above the Kilif, ferry cultivation ce: Between the cullivation and the 
river are flats covered with reeds and grass liable to inundation. These Mats, 
as well as the chul (desert), afford pasturage for sheep and cattle. 


The inhabitants aro Turkomans, half Arsivis and half of Karkin stock, 
There are about 2,000 families in all, They do not live in villages, but in 
scattered homesteads, a number of which form one township, watered by its 
own canal. ‘The people dwell in firgahs, and the numerous mud buildings are 
all cattle-sheds or storehouses, ‘Lhe 18 townships of the district are grouped 
together in four divisions, namely, Khamidb, Dili, Karkin, and Akjoia or Kilif. 
The people are quict, laborious, and orderly, and the district hasa thriving and 
nee, Agriculture is dependent on Lhe canals which are flood- 
water s, filling about the end of May, and dry again before September, 
The principal grains are jowara and bajra, There is no rice and very little 
wheat or barley. Cotton is largely grown, but scriculture appears to he the 
main support of the people. Mulbervies are largely grown for the purpose, and 
the silk of the dad-i-db," as it is called, is famous in Central Asin. Sheep-farm- 



























ing ts also largely practised, the district containing nearly 60,000 sheep. ‘There 
are number of horses and camels, say 2,000 of each. Nosupplies, 


except mutton and vezelables, could be counted on, as the grain is only suffi. 
cieut for local consumption. The ebief trees are the mulberry and the willow. 


The 





only ferry now in the district is at Kili 
ferry is within Bokharan territory, w 


The Bosiga or Ak Khum 
Je the Karkin or Khwaja Sabir ferry has 
heen discontinued for many years e principal roads to the Khwaja Salar 
district are (1) that from Andkhoi to midb; (2) from Akecha to Kilif; (3) 
Balkh to Kilif; (4) Mazdr-i-Sharif to Kilif. 


The cultivated strip along the river is peculiarly close country, much 
intersected by eanals, mud walls, and ditehes. ‘Che main eanals are 12 to 15 
Sevt wide, and have high spoil banks, and even the smallest are 5 fect deep. 
Guns and cavalry would thus be confined to the ronds, whieh are, however, usually 
good, and cross the canals by excellent timber bridges. Practically troops would 
keep to the main road from Karki to Kilif, which runs between the cultivation 
and the sand-hills. 















The north bank of the Oxus, opposite Khwaja Saldr, is very similar in 
character, except that the cultivation is further from the river, and is backed 
by the spurs of the Koh-i-l’én instead of by sand and plain. ‘The people both 
there and in Bosdga are Arsdri ‘'urkomans. 


Suon Vara. 


This is the riverain tract immediately above Kilif on the Oxus. It is 
n sub-district of Mazdr-i-Sharif. It generally resembles Khwaja Saldr, but is 
much less enclosed avd wooded. ‘The population consists of about 1,600 
families of Arsdévi Turkomans. The produce of the district resembles that of 
Khwaja Salar, but the silk industry is not as fully developed. ‘The sub-district 
possesses about 60,000 sheep and 1,200 camels. 


Kaipan. 


This is a newly established settlement, about due north of Tashkurghin, 
Jt. contained in 1886 about 60 families, mostly Karkin Turkomans, who came 
from Kark{ in 183}-52. There are also a few Uzhaks from Kabidiin. The 
peuple are industrious; and as. (here is plenty of good land, the colony will 
doubtless flourish. 





* Lak ab, the waterside, a nue given lo the riveraim tracts generally. 


a1 
There ave four recognized ferric 
and Bokhiata, namely = erries on Ue Oxus between Afghén Turkistin 
Kisht. Taj 
Patah 





a oy Aiwanj, 






. . ~ hoe ' 
whilo just below Khamiitb we have 
Ak Khum. ‘The old Klawaja Sal 





‘ a Holluiva lerritory the fer 
\ : ( ' ore é : ae i 
On this subject Major Peacocke obs ves Uhat ie Bs aie cee 

ging 0 


Herat to Hokbsra was along the lett 

uu Wa x left hank of the Oxus to K 
nes mee ete 3 Kark(, where 
rivet va cme a as the Kava T urkomians became more powerful, te ane 
Beran Meta Tia ere to their depredations, and caused caravans to 

age higher up at Khwaja Salir, which was on the di ino 

Maimana. But about 20 years a © (18053) nel ae ee Keane 
) ana. 3 20 Years ag 4) Whe channel at the Kiwaja Sala 
ferry began to change, and the width of the river at this point kept ait iearide. 
ing, so much so that after a few years this ferry had to be finally abandoned, 


‘The ferries above mentioned may be described in detail. 
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Kirie Fenny. 


At Kilif the Oxus flows in a single channel, 3.0 yards wide in winter and 
abont 600 in summer, when in full flaod. An solated, low, narrow 1 

ridge, which extends about 5 miles ina south-west direction into the desert 
here, abuls on (he left bank, ending in two rocky promontoriey about 400 yards 
apart, and enclosing between them a rocky ravine. ‘This ridge reappears on the 
north bank in the form of several detached mounds and ridges stretching across 
the plain to the lower spurs of the Koh-i-Tin. ‘The southernmost of these 
detached rocks is surmounted by the rade brick castle of Kilif. The narrows 
formed by these outcrops of rock are about a quarter of a mile long, and both 
above and below them the Oxus expands toa width of about three-fourths of a 
mile with islands, sandbanks, and haeckwal On the downstream side of the 
tivo rocky ledges aforesaid arc two small bays, one on each bank, forming 
natural harbours, which are utilized for ferry purposes. The current at this 
point is in winter about 3 miles an hour; in summer about 4 miles. The river 
commences (o rise in April, and continues in flood till the end of August. ‘The 
general rise is here about 10 feet, Daring the Mood season the passage is diffi- 
cult. 






























At Kilif there are three ferry boats on each side (15° x 12° x 2} free 
board), also a new kaiak. Each boat is towed by two horses, and the crossing is 
effected in about 20 or 25 minutes. 





Wen Balkh fiourished, the great trade route thence to Nokhira lay 
through Kilif, as it offered not only the best crossing, but was the shortest 
roule by 9 miies, and erossed the drift sand wh it was only 9 miles wide 
instead'of 16, ‘The advantages of the ferry at Kilif are shown by the fact that 
a boat can ferry a cararan across at the rate of one or two tips an hour, while at 
the other ferries the rate would be only two or tlirce trips a day. 


Kilif undoubtedly offers one of the best points, if not fhe best for throwing 
a floating bridge across the Osus. Tt may be mentioned here that the right 
hank is Jower than the left, and that even the Kilif fort, which rises 100 feet 
above the plain, is commanded by the rocky promontories on the south dank. 
Kilif would almost certainly be the point of crossing Cor any force acling in the 
triangle formed by Jam, Bokliira, and Kilif itself. 

The follwing remarks by Major Peacocke on the facilities for crossing at 
Khamidb will be useful :— 
the best point fur a military crossing. ‘The river is nt ile narrowest ; 
At least 20 Inrge boats could be cullected for rafting or 
With short notice probably a 4o44 of willow logs 30° x 
Din th hbouchood, Muay rapes could xls be obtained, ue men) 
creys in Lhe locally. ‘Tuetically it woukl be impossible to force a passage from the marth te 
Fa ane ea ieee nem, while the racky hills on the south Bauk’ would com- 
pletely cover a passage Crom the left to the right bank. 
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Cnosnki Guzan Fenny. 








{his is the first ferry up-stream above Kilif, which is about 29 miles dis- 
tant ho breadth of the river is here about three-fourths of amile, but broken 
by sh or mud banks according to the state of (he river. Tho boats cross dia- 


gonally through these shoals, and the course is quite a mile long. The main chan- 
nel here is under tho Bokhdran bank. ‘The current is about 4 miles an hour. 
Below the ferry the river widens to nearly 1} miles. ‘There are four boats main- 
tained here on oach side of the river. ‘These hoats are worked by long rough 
sweeps and by poling over the shallows, Besides the eight ferry boats there is 
one kaiak, Choshki Guzar is tho ordinary ferry for travellers to Shirabdd and 
beyond ; but caravans almost always go to Kilif, with which from a military 
point of view it is not to becompared; but the Russians might easily pass a 
rignde over al. this poivt if they wished to creale a diversion while the main 
passugo was effected at Kitif. 








Patan Kesar Ferny. 





This ferry lics almost due north of Maziir. 


“Sharif, It takes its name from 
the district of Patah Ke: 


sar on the Hokhi#van shore, where there are several 
amlets of Uzbaks and Turkomans. On the Afghan bank there are no 
ssave the beatmen. At the ferry there are two boats on each side. 
The ferry is but little used, exeept: by pilgrims to Mazar. ‘The viver at the err: 
is in one channel a thousand yards wide, the depth varying from 10 to 50 feet. 
20 fect ; current + miles an hour. The river here is 
on the whole well : i s the water is unbroken, and has an even 
flow, while the hanks are firm up to tie water’sedge. Timber is plentiful ou the 
left bank. ‘This same jangal would give cover to troops opposing a crossing 
from the north bank, but owing to the proximity of the ferry to Mazdr, which 
is only 36 miles distant, i¢ is nob atall au unlikely place for troops from Shir- 
abid to atlempt a passage. 































Kisut Tara on Aiwans Ferny, 


Kisht Tapa is a mound on the left bank of the Oxus north-east of 
Tashkurghiin, and the ferry takes its name therefrom ; but in summer the cross- 
ing is dowastream at Aiwanj, close to the mouth of the Kafirnihang. ‘The width 
of the river is only about 700 yards al Kisht a, but in summer the rocks 
in its bed aro covered, and dangerous broken water formed. In winter these 
rocks rise above the water, and the river is then in two channels divided hy a 
rocky island. At Aiwanj the crossing is nearly a mile wide; the depth is con- 
siderable, and the current 4 miles an hour. ‘There ave (wo boats at this ferry, 
one on eachside. This ferry is on the main route to Kabidiin. At Kisht Tapa 
tradition says there was formerly a masonry bridge, and there is no doubt one 
could easily be made there. Lt is also Lhe nearest pointon the Oxus from 
‘Lashkurghan. 




















The ferry boals in use on the Oxus are of two classes. ‘Lhe larger is call- 
ed hima; the smaller kaiat, Tho kimas are those in ordinary uso at the 
ferries. ‘I'hey are usually from 43’ to 50’ long, 12’ to 14’ beam, and 2}’ to 3° 
deep, flat-bottomed, rough, but strong, with sides 6’ thick, capable of carrying 
a field gun and limber, ten or tive! avalry with horses, luggage, or 100 infant- 
ry. ‘They are well adapted for bridging, but not many are available. At Kilif 
the motive power is supplied by the horses slungab the bows and towing the 
Doals ; elsewhere asa rule by large paddles or sweeps. 














The kaiaks are nearly as long, but much light 
approximately —length 4, beam 5}', interior depth 23’, thickness ol sides 2”, 
flat-bottomed, bow and stern alike, and very sharp. They are light and strong, 
but rather erank, ‘They are worked up and down-stream chiefly by poling, and 
sailsare never used. These Auiake would be suitable for rafling or for carrying 
a light roadway. A kaiak by itself could carry about 25 men. ‘The number of 
boats available is very small. Altogether there ore only 24 kimas on about 130 
qiiles of river—thatis, betwen Pala Kesar and Karki. 


‘The ferries in Bokhdran territory are al Khum, Khatos, Mukri, and Karki. 


the dimensions being 
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At Karki there wero in 1896 three hoa 

mast. [t would take time to bring boats Up-atream fro i 

+ vee aie " ™ points below Karki; 
aga bridge of boat at <ili€ would immensely facilitate operations are 
Chaharjui would he indented on for boats, nor would it he vagy to prevent this. 
Kaiaka are rather more numerous. ‘There are said to be 45 at Karki alone, so 
iat ete is no doubt a boat bridge of some sort could be made if required at 
Kili. 

Besides honts, masak rafts are used for Crossin: 
the Russians could easily collect 4,000 masaks at auy point between Chahar- 
jui and Kidit; and 15 or 20 masake ave required to awe & raft B fect square 
capable of carrying ten or twelve infantry. 


There is practically no boat traffic above Kilif, though the river is quite 
navigable. On this subject the Russian Admiral Bykoll has reported that the 
Oxus is practicable for light draught steamers up to the mouth of (he Wakish, 
whilo large boats and steam launches can aseend the Aksarai, Wakish, and 
Katirnihang for a considerable distanee. ‘There would be ver ‘y litle difficulty 
about fuel, as there is plenty of padah, a very suitable wood for the purpose, 


its ; at the other ferrive ons ot wo at 


gz the Oxus, and probably 















Apart from the fact of the Oxus being the political boundary, there are 
strategical considerations which make it a feature of the frst importance, 
whether it be regarded in tho light of a line of defence or of a secondary base, 
Along the north or right bank we know the communications are fairly good, 
and (hat as far up asthe mouth of the Kafirnihang there are practically no 
difficulties. The Aafila road from Bokhira (o Kili€ lies mostly (hough 
uninhabited chol with brackish water at the several halting places. ‘The 
distance is about 22. miles, and is reckoned as eleven stages, seven of which are 
through the chol. ‘The road is good for camels the whole way. ‘the road from 
Samarkand and Karshi joins in at Beshkiin, the dth stage from Bokhdra ; and 
this rod would probably be used by the Russians in preference to that rid 
Shirabad, ns by it all hills and passes would be avoided Ag, however. the desert 
is mostly a flat pat of clay, there are probably considerable difficulties in red 
mattor of water. From Karshi to Jam the road is fairly easy, and is known to be 
practicable for artillery (ride page 00, Vol me IT, Afghan Boundary Coan: 
sion. Records), On the whole it is highly improbable that these roads w ow 1e 
much used for the Russian advance as long as they had the ra ¥ todepend et 
The main Russian advance would ce x be made from Chaharjui me 4 i 
and the left hank of the Oxus, and it is prohablo that when war eames, atens e 
operations will be facilitated by a branch line running to Ios a, ot at le 
Kark{, ‘The roads teading northward from the Oxns would there ve only hese 
strategically important if an aie hee, muenient 22 Sr ee ee ea 
plation. In that ease the Kili€ ferr: . he oe past ne a ee ie hokhice 

nes of first-rate importance, csy ‘ly as it Ti on aE ee 
ee the mountain ranges, ene gin the Koln ae leak {he fieht or 
weslern watershel of the Sur hin. 1G hawecerst Se cal ike 
country east of those hills, making a re ia P ie Can ache ie 
Patah Kesar ferry would probably be e ecle. be eaten the aie Tapa 
usoful 1p Ee eae ieee in cacola morenent by us directed 
oe Aiwang 5 nia 1t may ve mentioned here that. sites the paints of passage 
against Ratione! fermiz was probably at one lim portant, a its aud 
that “nieve was once a bridge there ght bank ; i oral 

3 oti an i prtin| 
oa ie oe ai aba the na lity is faverable fora permancn’ beige a 
it isequally ce eg in a permanent nel Jess than a thousand yards broa i i" 
the rivec H ved to be suitable for foundations. ‘Termiz lies on the ‘Oa 
me voit shiva to Maziir-i-Sbaril. The road aiong the saat bank of te 

Bahia ars : . stoi so au 
me alr ra been described. ‘The approaches to it es o ; To Ricnaab there 
Khamia®, Kilif, ChoskhiGuzar, Pala Kesar, or kis ps luk: to Kilif there 
aes ps Andkhoi and Akehd through Jar Kuduk ; : 
are the roads from Anckiot a Sharif; al Choshki Guzar a rea 
Js trou Akehd, Batkh, and BM arif 5 both Mazsr and 
from Mazar reiches the Oxus; to Pata Kesnr reads from 
ri a 
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Tashkurghdo join in, while Kisht Tapa is on the high road from Tashkurghéo 
to Kabidian, ‘As, howover, tho main attack from ihe north must come through 
Kilif, whether tho river is crossed there, or whetber the left bank of the Oxus 
from Chabirjui is mado tho line of approach, the only point for consideration 
is whether Kilif offers u suitablo position for opposing that attack. ‘Tactically 
it may do so, and strategically it certainly would do so if the defending force 
could reckon on being numerically equal to their opponents; but as this is 
most unlikely, and as time would cortainly not be on our sido, it is useless Lo 
consider this question at present, and it must euffice for us to know that the 
inain Russian attack on Afghén Turkistén must be made by way of Kilif. 
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CHAPTER VI. 


TBE WESTERN DISTUICYs OF TURKISTAN. 


In this chapter I have included all that orion of Turkialin which li 

the west of the great central plateau and south of the rae aan 
is to say, the basins of the Andkhoi river or Abi-Maimana and of the river 
of Sar-i-Pril. ‘The whole of this tract is more or less mountainous, or at least 
hilly. Westward of the Balkh-Ab we have first the comparatively low hills 
and undulations of Sang Chirak backed by higher mountains ; next, the higher 
and bolder, but grassy and down-like, hills of Sar-i-Pail; and, Justly, Muinana 
with its glens, rapidly sinking into low downa; whilst asa background to the 
whole we have the lofty ranye of the Band-i- Torkistdn. West of the Maimava 
stream and ils branches begina the great hol or ‘Turkomdn desert, so that this 
portion of ‘Turkistén abuts on the Iussian empire as well as on the Afghén 
province of Herat. 






Ina military sense this portion of the province has not the same im- 
porlant or interesting aspect that the rest of the province presents, hut still 
it has ile value, 09 throuzh it run the only practicable lines of communication 
between Turkistin and [erdt, and for the Russians the only lateral line south 
of the railway between their Herdt line of advance and that by the Oxus, 


The most casterly district in this region is that of Sang Charak, and it will 
be convenient to describe this first. 


Sane CuAnak. 


This includes 2dci and Amrakh, which geographically belong to the Band.i- 
Amle drainage ; the remainder of the district belongs to the Sar-i- Pul basin. 
The population is estimated at over 4,800 familics, of which about 2,700 are 
Uzbaks and nearly 900 are ‘Injiks. There are also a good many Haziaras, Kib- 
chaks, &c. 

Sang Chirak is a beautiful and fortile districl. Lxcellent grazing ground 
alternating with rich valleys. Gruss is abundant everywhere in spring, and is 
obtainable all the year round in the upper part of the country. Camel forage 
is also fairly plentiful all over the lower country, except in winter. Colonel 
Maitland estimated that the district could supply annually about 60,000 maunds 
été and 45,000 barley. 

i d road from Ak Kupruk on the Band-i-Amir to Sang Chérak. 
The esis ‘velreen consists of grassy ridges, hollows, and downs with patha 
in very direction. All arms could manquyre over such a country. 


i k goo ile valley of Allaghan 
¢ 20 miles from Ak Kupruk thelarge and ferti ; 3 
is seathel: which is part of (he Sang Chacak district, ‘The valley ig an eg 
fourths ofa mile broad ond all cultivated. Thence daportant salley ie Ee 
ich i d with orchards and villages. shares with B k epu- 
See ig ike Weslllicse and pleasantest p!ace in Agia Turkish: The 
elevation of the district generally is between 3,000 and 4,000 fect. 


i i d from Mazdr-i-Sharif comes in. It leaves 
~ Ne ike, North of Sazai Kaldn the courtesy, changes 
ie eharacler i the hills, instead “e bens, lows, cash ans Bran come. sm 
d barren, almost devoid of water, and even gras : 
tans ‘north for about 30 miles lo the Turkistdn plain. 


Sar-1-POv. 


i i iles 
The ri i-Pdl i d by two streams which unite few mil 
ae the ‘win * Ot Seika anaes tag Cee tbe other Z the sera of 
4 , istri i chi, , 
chin. ‘The district also includes Kur i, Darzat 
oa des ae into the Shirfa Tagao, one of the two principal sources of 
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the Andkhoi river. ‘The (otal population of the district bas bron estimated 
at 9,700 families, say 50,000 souls, af whom about bolf sare Uzbaka. ; There 
aro also a large number of ‘Taji and a fow ILaziras, Arabs, and Turkoméns. 
The Tajiks of Foaghin are scarcely distinguishable from Firozkohis. 

The valley and glens are fertile, and appear to produce large Muantities of 
wheat and barley. It. is caleulated that 19,000) maunds of fd and 12,000 
maunds of barley could be collected in the district, which would feed an Anglo- 
Indian division for a fortnight. ‘There are no camels, and the transport animal 
of tho district is the bullock, ‘The town of Sar-i-Ptil stands in a valley nearly 
Uhree miles wide, bounded by Jow hills, and filled with orchards and village 
It is a flourishing place, with a large ddghdé; but the bazar isa small one, con- 
sisting of about 100 shops. ‘The town proper is small. thas a miserable wal), 
bat it is surrounded on thtee sides by a stream inn decp bed and a diteh of 
running water, ‘The river ison the fourth side (the east), the fort and town 
propor being entirely on its left bank, ‘The citadel has considerable command, 
but no strength ; and, (hough it dominates the town likea nocdimval castle, it is 
nota place one would think seriously of defending against a civilized enemy. 
Phe river here even in winter is 20 or 30 yards broad, several feet deep, with a 
rapid current, and noteasily fordable. ‘The banks are generally high and steep, 
but there are several good wooden bridges practicable ror field guns. 

‘The road from Sur-i-Pdl to Maimana goes through Kurchi and Belchirig, 
istricts of Sar-i-Pul. Kurehi isa gi Uwalled town 5,600 feet above the 
bited chiefly by Tajiks, Beleh on the Ab-i-Gurziwdn, a consider- 
am draining the Gurziwdn sub-district, and issuing from the hills imme- 
diately south of the village, ‘Phe rev formidibte obsticie from its depth 
(20 (0 18‘), Hough narrow (20 ov so), The valley here isa mile wide, but. con- 
tracts into a defile just below Belchivig. Down this goes the road to Maimana, 
while up-stream is the road to Gurziwin, and thenes to Chivas and Chahdrsada 
ov. the Upper Murghib, From thy there are roads to Daalatyar, which 
is hus connected with Mainana and Pal; but all these roads aro hilly and 
dificult din winter are blocked by snow. .'The road fiom Snay.i- Pal to 
Maimana is on the whole fairly good, though there ave several defies and ane 
kotal. We know that heavy guns have been taken along it, and chat it is 
almost practicable for artillery in its present condition, ‘The Mirza Walang 
Kotal is the only serious diMenlty, From the midaly of December to the end 
of Mareh this route would be blocked by snow. The distance from Mazir to 
Sar-i- Pal hout 79 miles, and from Sar-i- Pil to Maimana 90 miles, or 169 in 
al, Travellers usually prefer the level Shibarghin-Daolatabid road, which is 
shorter; but it involves 40 miles of waterless desert west of Shibarghin, and 
in summer the Sar-i-ul road is certainly preferable for troops. 





































































Marana. 


This distvie is a Hiltle Uzbak stale, which still ( 891 jretains seni-independ- 
ence ofa limited nature. Ts forms the extreme south wes portion of Aighin 
Tarkistia, lying between Pit and the Margit district af Merit. Gen- 
orally speaking, the Band- din is (he southern limit of che distriet, but the 
1 Hirogkobi territory of Bandar south of that range also belongs to Maima- 
na. An important part of Maimena is the adjacent chet, which is the great 
winter and spri s ground of the count The capitul of this tittle 
state is the to’ 1, Which is of consid wea, the perimeter of its 











ma a 
walls equalling that of Merit, and it has a high and imposing ark or citadel. 
Nevertheless it isa poor place, its houses are mean and ruinous, gnd ils bazar 
indifferent. ‘The place is said to contain about 4,000 inhabited houses. Mai- 
Mana stnuls (2,600" above the sea) in a comparatively broad, bul bare, tr 
looking vailey, among low grassy hills, whieh on one side are within pitt : 
bat even without this defect it would not be a place of any military. strength. 
Tn 1576 it was besieged by the Afghins, and the town sacked and depopulated. 
Against mod ficld artillery the p would have even less chance than it 
as it is commanded ata distance of GUO yards. Merk give the follow- 
pt of the place :— 

The valloy (shout 2 miles wide) is bounded by low cliffs and hillocks, being in fact the 
rolling dowas of the usual grassy eteppe on both sides. ‘bese dowcs are cultivated within = 
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distance o£ about 10 miles From the town. Th 
wcll wih 
a oes it contain mueh water. (Lo winter it is about. 4° broad and 8° den, (aye At 
deponta for water on wella. The city is completely commonded. free oy eel)... Mlwiinaun 
the north side at about 6U0 yards, but the louces are all provided seith tear: : 
ground chambers, The pliin round the tren ee} Toute 
gardens that usually surround an Uzbak town. The town 
1,000 yards by 1,700, and is protected by u mud wall, 


Peacocks gives tho following account of the defences :— 


The city wall, built of mud and sunatried bricks, ie 2 fect. high i 
hottom. V-shaped dry ditch 20 feet wile and 18 feet deep surtacheime watts st the 
fo from ite foot, ‘The scarp of this ditch is surrounded by « re 
musketry, A_ similar ditch tuna round the inside of the m: 
bout 140 yards diaunater, and ia built ou an artilicial raouad 
hour 30 feet high, "The foot of tha 1nound 
deep, 


_ Colonel Maitland points out the defects of tho place froma mililury point of 
view :— 












roofs and under- 
kept (cee of the wulled orebards aud 
forms an irregular oblong alvatt 














The weak mud wall which could not resist field artillery, the command given by the 
Talish Khiu ridge 600 yards away, the want of flanking defence Lo the ditcher, the unceveredd 
nature of the gates, and the cover afforded by a water chanel to na attack from the wast. ride, 
‘The sole ndvautaes possessed by the defence are the generally open nature of the plucis und 
the good overhead cover within the city. : 


On the whole it would scem absurd to hold the city against an invader, 
In 1886 the garrison consisted of — 


Men. 
3 battalions ate ove on eae Jeno 
2 Afghén Lroupe of cavalry oe on we 200 
J battery (G guns)... aoe toe ote 109 
5 Lairaks of khasadays oe “ see 5u0 


The valley of Maimana is about 10 miles long, and at hoth ends it is con- 
tracted by hills, and becomes an ordinary glen. The river has a bed about 50 
yarde wide with low banks. In flood time the stream is up to a horse's chest, 





North of Maoimana are the sub-districts of Nimdsi and Langar, mostly 
colonized by ‘irki-speaking Baluchis, West and south-west of Maimana tie the 
sub-distriers of Almar, Kaisdr, Karai, and Chichaktu. The last namet is in the 
Murghdb drainaze, thus forming an exception to the gencral principle by which 
all the Oxus drainage belongs to Turkistén and the Murghih drainage to 
llerdt. North-east of Maimana lie the sub-districts of Shirin ‘Tagaa and Khair. 
abdd, bath in the basin of the river known by the former name; while north of 
Khairibat lies Diolatabdd, which, though in the Ab.i-Andkhoi basin, is attached 
administratively to Akcha. 

.The whole population of the Maimana State may be taken at 10,000 fami- 
lies, of which more than half are Uzbaks, Indeed, the whole population may be 
said to he Uzbak in fecling, and would gladly welcome a Russian oceupation. 
‘The principal productions of the district are wheat, barley, and cotton. Sheep are 
very numerous, especially in the Karai country. The probable surplus of grain 
stacks available for troops is estimated at 40,000 mauuds 4’d, 20,000 maunds 
barley, and 50,000 maunds bhusa. There is also plenty of goud grass. Bullocks 
are the ordinary transport of the district. 

One very important feature of the district is the grazing ground kuown as 
the Maimana chof. The soil of the chol is sandy, firmest in the high ground 
and loosest in the low flat ground. The snow and spring fins produce a rich 
vegetation eminently ft for sheep-grazing. There is also excellent firewood in 
places. Though deprived of surface water, by digging wells water can nearly 
always be obtained, and the low cho! north of Maimana is covered with wells. 


i i i ri ich itis 
Maimana, as already stated, lies on the high road to Herat, from whic 

distant 299 miles eid Béld Murghib, Kushk, and, tho Béba pass. It can, how. 
ever, easily bo avoided, and the strategical position of cither Daolatébad or 
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Khairdhdd appears to be belter for covering the communication hetween Herit 
and ‘Nurkistin. A direct road from Maimana lends fo Berit. over the Bana.i- 
Turkistin by the Tilin Kotal and (he Pasht-i-Lalabai, but itis dificult aud 


little used, except for horsemen aud pack bullocks. 





I may best conclude this brief account of the districta above described 
by pointing out that tbe drainage of Sang Chdrak and Sar-i-Pdl finds its way 
to Shilurghin in the great plain of the Lurkistin, while the Shirin ‘Tagao, 
the Ab-i-Maimana, and the Kaisér river unite to form the Andkhoi river. 
Just above the final junction of streams lica Daolatibid on tho right bank of 
the Shirin Tagao, and astride of the roads from Maruchak and Bilt Murghab ta 
Shibareliin, — Daolatibdd is only a small mud fort peopled by Arsdri Turko- 
maos, but it is new (built in 1884) and in good repair. It is a walled square 
of 50 yards side with towers at the corners. ‘The Shirin Tagao is here about 
8 yards wide anJ 3 fect deep flowing in a bed 20 fect or more below tho plain. 
1t does not dry upin the hot soason. It isa difficult stream to cross, us the 
bottom is soft, current strong, and the banks broken and steep. rom Daolata- 
bid it is #7 miles to Shibarghiu, 123 to Bélé Murgh4ib of@ Chahdrshamba, 39 
miles to Maimana up the Shirin Tagao, and 35 to Andkhoj. ‘Ihe valley down 
which tho Ab-i-Andkhoi flows averages 2 (0 8 miles in width, and is level and 
smooth as a billiard table, with undulating downs on either side. Anexcellent 
road runs down the east sifle of the valley, which was in old days the main trade 
route between Maimana and Boklzira ; but there is no cultivation below Daolat- 
abdd, whereas above it is closely cult ‘d, while villages andclumps of trees are 
numerous. ‘lwo miles below Da dd, where the Kaisir valley comes in, there 
isa broad expanse of plain at least 4 miles wide. Below Jalaiur and Daolatabid 
the chof on both sides rapidly loses its broken hilly character, and subsides 
gradually fowards the north in broad rolling undulations. The watershed 
hetween the Murghib and Oxus drainage is crossed at the Kaistr plain. This 
plain is about 7 miles long and the same wide ; it is well cultivated, and there 
are many villages, but heing 4,200 cet above the sea, the climate is comparatively 

cold and bleak. Qn its east side the plain drains to the Kaisar river ; on the west 
to the Chahdrshamba valley. Chaharshamba itself lies 18 miles west of Kaisir. 
It is only 2,500 feet above sea, and in consequence of its low elevation was 
selected for winter quarters hy the Afghan Boundary Commission in 1885-86. 
It is a wide valley bounded by low hills. 


T havo already commented on the strategical relation of this part of the 
Turkistén province to the great lalera) road between Ierit and: the Turkistéin 
plain, but it is necessary to observe [hat from December to March it would he 
hardly possible to carry ont military operations on a large scale partly on account 
of the snow in the hill districts, and partly because the valleys would then 
prove heavy and difficult travelling, which indeed would not be improved by the 
spring rains, so thal probably till Ay ril all largo operations would neceasarily 
cease. : 


There is one other important point to remember. It is that the whole 
submontane region between the Kand-i-Amir and Maimana possesses great 
natural advaniages, being fertile, well watered, and well grassed, while troops 
could be cantoned in a healthy climate at almost any desired altitude. 
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MAP TO ILLUSTRATE | 
THE MILITARY GEOGRAPHY OF AFGHANISTAN 


PART II—AFGHAN-TURKISTAN PROVINCE. 
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